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Preamble

The Global Conference on the Sustainable Developwfe8mall Island Developing States (SIDS) was
held in Bridgetown, Barbados, from the 25 April-&y1994. This culminated in the Declaration of
Barbado’ and the Programme of Action for the Sustainableelmment of Small Island Developing
Stated Ten years later an International Meeting to Revimplementation of the Programme of Action
for the Sustainable Development of Small Island édeping States was held in Port Louis, Mauritius,
from 10-14 January 2005. This International megtim turn, resulted in the Mauritius Declarafioand
the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implememtatof the Programme of Action for the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing Stai@d4SI).

The 20 year review of the United Nations Confeecon Sustainable Development (UNCSD,
known as Rio+20) in the outcome documéite Future We Wanfparagraph 180) called for the
convening in 2014 of a third international confexenon small island developing States (SIDS),
recognising the importance of coordinated, balareed integrated actions to address the sustainable
development challenges facing SIDS, and invitedoth Session of the General Assembly to determine
the modalities of the conference.

The subsequent General Assembly modality resolt?dC.2/67/207) welcomed the offer of the
Government of Samoa to host the Conference andieticiter alia in paragraph 3hat the Conference
should:

(@ Assess the progress to date and the remainajgyig the implementation of the Barbados
Programme of Action (BPOA) and the Mauritius Stggtéor Implementation (MSI) building onnter
alia, existing reports and relevant processes;

(b) Seek a renewed political commitment by all ddes to effectively address the special
needs and vulnerabilities of SIDS by focusing omcpical and pragmatic actions for the further
implementation of the BPOA and MShter alia, through mobilization of resources and assistdace
small island developing States;

(c) Identify new and emerging challenges and dpmities for the sustainable development
of SIDS and ways and means to address them imgjudinrough the strengthening of
collaborative partnerships between SIDS and thegnational community;

(d) Identify priorities for the sustainable devaimnt of SIDS for consideration, as
appropriate, in the elaboration of the post-2015dé¢Melopment agenda.

The resolution also called for “a concise, focudedyard-looking and action-oriented political
document.” SIDS from all regions (AIMSthe Caribbean and the Pacific) has also exprebséddesire
to highlight successful partnerships and areasraivation.

! Report of the Global Conference on the SustainBleleelopment of Small Island Developing States,d&tiolvn,

Barbados, 25 April-6 May 1994United Nations publication, Sales No. E.94.1.1& atorrigenda), chap. I,
resolution 1, annex .

2 Ibid., annex I

% Report of the International Meeting to Review thplementation of the Programme of Action for thst&lnable

Development of Small Island Developing States, Ronis, Mauritius, 10-14 January 20Q®nited Nations

publication, Sales No. E.05.1I.A.4 and corrigenduaijap. I, resolution 1, annex |

* Ibid. annex I1.

® Africa, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South €liea



There are a number of reports, emanating from Mgetof the UN that are important to
preparations leading up to the Third Conferen@éese includenter alia:

@ the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit omistainable Development
(Johannesburg Plan of Implementatforificluding chapter VII on the sustainable
development of small island developing States;

(i) The outcome document of the high-level review nmgetin the implementation of the
MSI” held in New York on 24 and 25 September 2010;

(iii) Resolution 66/198 of 22 December 2011 and allrigvipus resolutions on the subject;

(iv) The outcome document of the United Nations Confaxemn Sustainable Development
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 J@@42, entitled “The future we waf}”
including the call for the convening in 2014 ofhérd international conference on small
island developing States;

(v) The Leaders’ Declaration adopted at the meetirtheHeads of State and Government
of the Alliance of Small Island States, held in N€ark on 27 September 2012;

(vi) The reports of the Secretary-General on the fiva-yeview of the MS|

(vii)  The review of United Nations system support to Sf®id concrete recommendations
to enhance the implementation of the Barbados Bnogre of Action for the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing States (Bp@wd the MSHt-

In the Caribbean, preparations for this Third inéional Conference on SIDS are currently
underway, and began with multi stakeholder natigmalparatory processes. The outcomes of these
preparations will inform a Caribbean regional megtivhich will be convened from 2-4 July 2013,
followed by an inter-regional preparatory meeticfpeduled for Barbados in August 2013. The global
process will begin in early 2014 with the partnadsling their voices to those of the SIDS in advagci
their sustainable development, strengthening pistiifes, and contributing to the wider dialogue on a
sustainable future for all.

The Economic Commission for Latin America and @exibbean (ECLAC) is one of the focal
point for SIDS and has embarked on a process ofirdenting progress made by Caribbean SIDS in
implementing the MSI; the concrete actions takeronider to achieve the targets; best practices; and,
importantly, the new and emerging issues that they now facing as well as new and existing
opportunities that may contribute to the developnagenda. To this end ECLAC, together with the UN
Development Group (UNDG) and the Caribbean Commy(@ARICOM), held, “The Caribbean Forum:
Shaping a sustainable development agenda to adthes3aribbean reality in the 21st century”, which
took place in Bogota, Colombia, from 5-6 March 201idlowed by the Conference on Sustainable

® Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Developrdehannesburg, South Africa, 26 August—4 Sepemb
2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.1l.A11d corrigendum), chap. I, resolution 2, annex

" Resolution 65/2.

8 Resolution 66/288, annex

% A/65/115.

' A/66/218.

Y A/66/278.



Development in Latin America and the Caribbeanidvelup to the development agenda beyond 2015
and Rio+20, which met from 7-9 March 2013.

The discussions at the Caribbean Forum revolvedrar key issues, including the need to:
eradicate poverty; address Caribbean countriesievability to climate change; improve health sesic
and diminish violence. Regarding the need to irsgdmancial flows from and into the subregion, gnan
participants stressed that most Caribbean courdriesonsidered as middle-income countries and, are
therefore no longer eligible to be considered fentain types of development assistance. The rotbeof
private sector, banking and new sources of devetopmere emphasized in this regard. The adopted
conclusions were considered by many as a usefotifabation of an agenda for future discussionshat
regional and global levels to bring to the Thirtehmational Conference on SIDS, as well as a roadma
address sustainable development in the subregairctiuld be integrated into the agenda at the negio
level as a contribution to the post-2015 developgragenda.

This report seeks to document the progress thabligean SIDS have made in implementing the
BPOA/MSI and will highlight the potential challergythat they have faced and are expected to fase in
doing. Furthermore any new and emerging issueshailpresented and the expected plan of action by
Caribbean SIDS to address these will be examindd. Report will also enable Caribbean SIDS to
prepare for the Third International Conference iiSby reviewing the BPOA and MSI, while focusing
on priorities for the upcoming Conference in 2014.

The report is intended to cover all of the 19 ridk identified by the Office of the High
Representative for the Least Developed Countriasdlocked Developing Countries, and Small Island
Developing States (OHRLLS) to be within the Cardbesubregion. However, countries within the
Caribbean subregion are members of the EnglishkeppaCommonwealth, the Spanish-speaking
Organization of Ibero-American States, or the Fnesyeeaking La Francophone Group.

This Report, in preparation for the Caribbean Begi Preparatory Meeting, is an attempt to
document in a coherent manner, the perspectivesfiadihgs of the National Assessment Reports
(NARs) and to prepare a regional synthesis of natigprocesses following the common framework
Analysis of common themes of National Reports.sTynthesis Report is to focus on:

(a) Progress made in implementing the BPOA and MSI;

(b) Challenges faced by Caribbean SIDS in impleingrthe BPOA and MSI;

(© Priorities for Caribbean SIDS for the Thirddmational Conference for SIDS;

(d) Proposals for practical and pragmatic actiaerded strategies for the further
implementation of the BPOA and the MSI,

(e) New and emerging issues for the sustainableldpment of SIDS, in the Caribbean;

() Challenges and barriers that Caribbean SIDS magounter in addressing new and
emerging issues and recommendations for overcothasg;
Sources of financial support for Caribbean SID&tilitate continued support in further implemergat
of the BPOA and MSI; and

(9) The Post-2015 development agenda



At the time of writing of this Report, only eigi®) NARs had been received. Given the time
constraints, rather than await receipt of all répahe findings and perspectives of the 8 NAR®tlogr
with additional research, and the outcomes of tegiéhal Meeting that was held in Kingston from2 -
July 2013 have been used to develop this draft.



A. THE CARIBBEAN SUBREGION

The Caribbean subregion generally refers to an &@8ato 23 ° North and 60° to 80° degrees West
extending in a broad arc of over 4,000 km fromBlatamas in the north to Guyana and Suriname in the
south; the subregion also includes Belize whichnigCentral America. Countries within the Region
border the Caribbean Sea.

The United Nations ECLAC/Caribbean Development pdoation Committee covers 28
countries in the Caribbean. For the purposes ofptiesent report, however, only those 19 couritries
identified by the OHRLLS' will be covered.

The countries are widely different in physical goobulation size as well as landforms and
geology. The most populated Caribbean countrieCalen, the Dominican Republic, and Haiti, whilst
those with the smallest populations include Saiitiskand Nevis, Dominica, and Grenada. The diversit
of the Caribbean is further profiled by the mukipdnguages spoken and the political status of efittte
countries. Of the 19 countries, the majority (1¢)English speakini: 2 are Dutch speaking; 2 are
Spanish speaking; and Haiti is French and Kweyebhkmg. Two islands are part of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and one is a territory of the Unitedtedt of America (United States Virgin Islands). The
Caribbean subregion is truly a cultural, politidalguistic, economic, and social mosé&ic.

The countries of the Caribbean are characterizednill physical size, small populations, and
vulnerability to the constant risk of natural digsis. The combined population and land mass faethe
countries is close to 7 million inhabitants and 868 square kilometers, respectively. This yields a
estimated population density of 17 persons perrggkilbmetre.

As a result of relatively high per-capita incom&sribbean countries, with the exception of
Guyana, which is now experiencing declining deldyeh long been categorized as middle income
countries. This classification is reflected in ttmenposite Human Development Indices which placet mos
of the countries in the categories of “High HumasvBlopment” and “Medium Human Development”.
One of the few exceptions is Barbados, which raB&th in the “Very High Human Development”
category.

Politically, the Caribbean is fragmented into ine€legent States, associate states and colonial
dependencies. The independent States represertt@héti of the population and an equal proportion of
the landed area. Aruba and Curacao are self-giongtarritories associated with The Netherlands and
Puerto Rico is associated with the United State&moérica. A few other islands remain colonies @& th
United Kingdom. Despite the political fragmentatiof the Caribbean, many of the countries haveahad

12 Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, The BahanBshados, Belize, Bermuda, the British Virgin t&la, the
Cayman Islands, Cuba, Curacao, Dominica, DominRepublic, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Guyana, Haiti, Jaamnai
Martinique, Montserrat, Puerto Rico, Saint Kittglatevis, Saint Lucia, St.Vincent and the GrenadiSesiname,
Trinidad and Tobago, the Turks and Caicos, US Yitglands.

13 Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, The Bahamas, BarbaBelize, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Gremad
Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Netherlands Antilles, Sttskand Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Guines,
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, US Virgin Islands.

14 See [online]www.un.org/special-rep/ohrlis/ohrlls/default.htm

15 Kweyol is also spoken in Dominica and Saint Lucia.

8 C/ICARI/L.258 (2010) Caribbean regional reporttioe five-year review of the Mauritius strategy foe further
implementation of the Barbados programme of adtioithe sustainable development of small islandettgping
states (MSI+5), UNECLAC.




deep history of forging economic alliances and grdéon arrangements. These alliances and
arrangements operate on many platforms that céestedescribed as concentric cirtles

TABLE 1: Caribbean SIDS at a glance'® *®

Country Population Land Area GDP/capita  GDP Real Human
(000  (sqg. Km) (USD) Growth Rate  Development
(2012) (2012) Index (2012)
Antigua & Barbuda 90,156 442.6 $17,500 2.3% 0.760
Aruba 109,153 180.0 $25,380 2.4%
Bahamas, The 319,031 13,880 $31,300 1.8% 0.794
Barbados 288,725 430.0 $25,500 0.0% 0.825
Belize 334,297 22,966.0 $8,400 5.3% 0.702
Cuba 11,061,886 110,860.0  $10,200 3.1% 0.780
Dominica 73,286 751.0 $14,600 -1.5% 0.745
Dominican Republic 10,219,630 48,670.0 $9,600 4.0% 0.702
Grenada 109,590 344.0 $14,100 -0.8% 0.770
Guyana 739,903 214,969.0 $8,000 0.636
Haiti 9,893,934  27,750.0 $1,300 2.8% 0.456
Jamaica 2,909,714  10,991.0 $9,100 -0.3% 0.730
Netherland Antilles 203,748 800.0
St. Kitts and Nevis 51,134 261.0 $15,500 0.1% 0.745
Saint Lucia 162,781 616.0 $13,300 -2.0% 0.725
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 103,220 389.0 $01,90 3.1% 0.733
Suriname 566,846 163,820.0 $12,300 4.5% 0.684
Trinidad & Tobago 1,225,225 5,128.0 $20,400 0.2% 760.
US Virgin Islands 104,737 1,910.0 $14,500 2%

Caribbean economies share many of the charégatered small States, with open and vulnerable

economies, narrow resource bases, limited divelisityproduction, exports concentrated on a few
products, thin markets and high transportationscoBtespite their best efforts, governments of li€szan
SIDS face considerable challenges in seeking terg¢s sustained economic growth rates that ex¢eed t
rates of unemployment and poverty. These challetge® been further exacerbated by a series of
external shocks, including the global financiakis; energy price shocks, fluctuating commoditygsi

the rising cost of external credit, the dismantlioigpreferential market arrangements for traditiona
agricultural commodities, and the introduction wingent market entry conditions including sanitand
phytosanitary (SPS) restrictions.

" The inner most circle is the OECS. The next eiislthat of CARICOM. The third circle is the Gavean Forum
of ACP States, also known as CARIFORUM. All Caribecountries are also part of the Association afllbaan
States46 (ACS) which constitutes the largest cirleere are a number of other initiatives withirsld main
concentric circles. CARICOM, for instance has sij@eFree Trade Agreement with the Dominican Repuktie
Central American Common Market (CACM); trade agreata with Columbia and Venezuela; and a trade and
economic cooperation agreement with Cuba. Thesseaggnts may not be fully operational; they are,éwas,
clear attempts at alliance building within the veiyerse Caribbean Region.

8 5ee [online]: https://www.cia.gov/library/publicatis/the-world-factbook/geos/vg.html; Accessed arel2b 2013.

19 See [online]http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of countries_byukhan_Development_Index#Complete_list_of countries
Accesses on June 25 2013 datigh://hdrstats.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/irhl, Accessed on June 25 2013

20 July 2013 est.

#2011 est.

#22010 est.




The countries in the Caribbean are characterized losonsiderable heterogeneity in terms of
economic size and level of developmeTite subregion ranges from relatively larger coestiike the
Dominican Republic, Trinidad and Tobago and Jam#ocamaller ones as in the case of Grenada and
Dominica, whose annual output represents lesslthgar cent of the largest Caribbean economy.

TABLE 2: Caribbean GDP growth rates 2007-2013
(Percentages)

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Anguilla 17.3 -1.5 -18.4 -4.3 45 -6.8 -0.2
Antigua and Barbuda 7.2 0.1 -12.0 -7.1 -2.8 2.3 2.4
Bahamas 0.7 -1.7 -4.2 0.2 1.7 1.8 3.0
Barbados 3.4 0.3 -4.1 0.3 0.8 0.0 0.7
Belize 1.2 3.8 0.0 2.7 1.9 5.3 2.7
Dominica 3.9 7.8 -1.1 1.2 1.0 -1.5 1.1
Grenada 6.3 0.9 -6.7 -0.4 1.0 -0.8 1.2
Guyana 5.3 3.0 2.3 3.6 5.4 5.3
Jamaica 1.4 -0.8 -3.1 -1.4 1.3 -0.3 1.0
Montserrat 4.9 4.5 -0.5 -3.6 2.0 1.4 0.92
Saint Kitts and Nevis 5 7.4 -3.6 0.8 4.6 0.1 2.9
Saint Lucia 15 3.5 0.2 2.8 1.0 -2.0 2.7
St. Vincent and the 3.1 1.7 -3.0 1.0 1.5 3.1 1.1
Grenadines

Suriname 4.6 4.7 3.8 4.1 4.7 4.5 5.3
Trinidad and Tobago 4.6 3.4 4.4 0.2 -2.6 0.2 2.0
The Caribbean 4.7 25 -3.7 0.0 1.7 0.5 2.1
Service producers 4.7 2.0 -5.1 -1.0 15 -0.3 15
Goods producers 3.9 3.7 0.4 2.7 2.4 3.3 3.8

Sour ce: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Glaean (ECLAC), on the basis on official data
@ Regional or Producer aggregates are calculatetingde average

"Forecast

The global financial, energy and food crises pres® serious economic challenges for the
Caribbeaff. Their small size and openness led Caribbean sislathd developing States (SIDS) to
experience the most severe impacts of the globsé<iin key sectors or ‘drivers’ of their economies
particularly on export volumes and prices, remt&s) and in the deterioration in consumer and pedu
expectations.

The expectations for 2013 are that growth will guesitive in the subregion with the service
producers growing at 1.5% and the goods produce83<886.; the overall growth is expected to be 2.1%.
This performance will, however, depend heavily onpiioved performances in the major export
markets® In addition the projected growth is very muchdwelthe pre-crisis performance of 4.7% in
2007. Furthermore, despite the projected growtd,large debt to GDP ratio will place considerable
stress on public finances and will require boldigerapts at fiscal consolidation in order to redtice

2 See [online]: http://americas.sas.ac.uk/eventsiimonomicCrisisPapers/Clegg.pdf Dr Peter Clegg RGHO.
24 UNECLAC (2013) Preliminary overview of the Carilatmeeconomies: 2012-2013.



debt burden over the medium térmBetween 2011 and 2012 the average debt burderaized slightly
from 69.7% of GDP to 65.4% of GDP and in a few sabe debt burden was in excess of 100% of GDP.
Simply put most Caribbean nations exhibit high debels, which limit their accessibility to further
financing Debt levels range from 130.5 per cent of GDP inalaamto 27.7 per cent in Suriname. Indeed,
in three of these economies, debt exceeds the rigtaiainnual production, as in the case of Barbados,
Jamaica and St. Kitts & Neifs”.

The high debt levels of the subregion combine veith additional constraint regarding fiscal
space. Fiscal expenditures in many of the Cariblmedions are mostly committed to payroll, interest
payments and pensions, which limit the flexibildy allocation towards emergency programs or any
related expenditures to counter the down cyclee®ef the countries (Jamaica, Antigua and Barb8tla,
Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Kitts and NeB#dize, Saint Lucia and Dominica) for which data ar
available have more than 50 per cent of fiscal edjeres allocated to wages, interest payments and
pensions, leaving little room for readjustmentssxpenditures in the event of cridis

In addition to its limited capacity to cope witkternal shocks, the Caribbean subregion is an area
vulnerable to natural disasters, which can haveifsignt economic impacts and exacerbate the effefct
crisis. EstimatiorfS of the yearly costs of natural disasters for tleefican continent indicate that most
Caribbean countries have experienced high econmsses due to natural disasters. The most dramatic
cases have been experienced in the OrganisatiBagtérn Caribbean States (OECS), where losses have
reached 87 per cent of GDP in Saint Lucia, 71 pat i Grenada, 54 per cent in Saint Kitts & Ne®ik,
percent in Antigua and Barbuda, and 42 per cerfbaminica. There is then sufficient evidence to
suggest that natural disasters can decrease themuam of development, as much time and resources in
the Caribbean may be spent on reconstruction ainggy prior levels of development.

The weak growth performance, high debt levels, iamghcts of natural disasters have translated
into weak employment possibilities except for a fewntries. Although data are available for onlyese
countries at the moment, except for Suriname ainddbd and Tobago, unemployment rates are likely to
remain elevated for some time within the rangeGih2of between 11 and 21 per ¢ént

The negative fallouts of the global financial ixibave resulted in a decline in real wages and an
increase in the number of vulnerable persons andramities with a resultant increase in poverty and
decline in consumption in poor households.

Notwithstanding the weak growth performance ardithpacts of the energy, food and financial
crises which spanned 2007 and 2008, and thedualseffects which are still being felt today, ro&a
progress has been made by Caribbean countriesdswa achievement of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). The most significant progress towdte MDGs in the Caribbean has been made in the
areas of primary education, child survival, matehealth and combating HIV and AIDS, in designating
marine and terrestrial protected areas, in reducogsumption of ozone-depleting substances, and in
improving citizens’ access to telecommunicationgdent from the general preference for cellular
services and the shift away from land lines.

% |bid
%% |bid
2" Kouame, Auguste & Maria lvanova Reyes (2010)
28 | i
Ibid
2 Based on data from EM-DAT (The OFDA/CRED InternatibDisaster Database) and WDI.
30 Economic Commission for Latin America and the Oaein (ECLAC), Economic Survey of the Caribbeari22@® 2013



TABLE 3: Unemployment Rates 2006-2012

(Percentages)
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011°  2012°
Bahamas 7.6 7.9 8.7 14.2 15.9 14.7
Barbados 8.7 7.4 8.1 10 10.7 11.3 11.6
Belize 9.4 8.5 8.2 13.1 14.4
Jamaica 9.6 9.4 10.6 11.4 12 12.6 13.7
Suriname 121 12 111 10 9.2 9 7.5
Saint Lucia 16.6 13.9 15.6 18.1 20.6 21.2 20.6
Trinidad and Tobago 6.2 55 4.6 5.3 5.9 5.1 ®4.9
Caribbean 10.0 9.2 9.6 11.7 11.4 12.5 12.5

Sour ce: Economic Commission for Latin America and the Glaean (ECLAC), based on official data.
2 Preliminary data excluding Barbados in 2011.
® 2nd quarter data
°3rd quarter data
... Data unavailable

Despite the progress made towards the MDGs, inyn@ountries pockets of vulnerable
communities live at risk in poor habitats, with lemcome levels and few physical and financial asset
This, in part, reflects the less established sbht€aribbean social protection systems and the need
revamp education systems to ensure focus on céjhiln most of the subregion, social safety raetd
social protection provisions are being administéned fragmented manner, whereby there is a rahge o
institutions, each operating its own system. Thame few instances where procedural manuals are in
place, information technology is not fully maximizand there are significant information asymmetties

In terms of education, the participation of boys the education system has declined
progressively through secondary and tertiary levElere have also been some concerns surrounding
whether education systems across the Caribbeantwaresufficiently focusing on building capabiltie
and skills sets that would make citizens competitiva global environment.

Other contributing factors to socioeconomic vuitility include ageing populations which is a
reflection of improvements in life expectancy andbalthcare quality. Notwithstanding these
improvements, the subregion has the second higghadtof HIV/AIDS prevalence worldwide, and health
risks and deaths arising from non-communicableadisg and lifestyle choices have been rising.

Caribbean countries are, however, undertaking mbeu of measures to confront their
socioeconomic vulnerabilities. Social sector atities include loans for education sector reform or
improvement (Jamaica, Barbados), for enhancingdiid employment opportunities for at-risk youth
(Trinidad and Tobago), and for strengthening hesdttvices delivery through transformation (Trinidad
and Tobago). There is also an effort to establisbaal policy support programme and to strengthen
pension system (Belize). Within the OECS, theresareng initiatives underway in several countries t
improve their social safety néts

31 Mendoza, Patricia and Sheila Stuart (2011) CaabbMillennium Development Goals Report 2Qh@ed Nations
Publication LC/L.3537 LC/CAR/L.371

%2 Mendoza, Patricia and Sheila Stuart (2011) CaadbbMillennium Development Goals Report 2Qiked Nations
Publication LC/L.3537 LC/CAR/L.371
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B. PROGRESS MADE IN IMPLEMENTING THE BPOA AND MSI

A comparison of the MSI thematic areas that CARIC@ddintries have considered and reported on in
2010 is provided in Table 4. This comparative dabllso takes into consideration the 2013 NARs of
Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Guyana, itam&t. Kitts and Nevis, ST. Vincent and the
Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago that have dyrdseen drafted for the Third International
Conference on SIDS.

The Antigua and Barbuda Report states that thatopsupports the prioritiéSidentified in a
meeting of GRULAC held in Santiago Chile on the 7 - 8 September 201tRaligns itself at the national
level with a commitment to ensure their implemdntat In addition to this commitment some of the
highlights of Antigua and Barbuda’s progress inelutie Environmental Protection and Management
which will be brought to Parliament for enactmemtSeptember 2013. In accepting the SIDS DOCK
Challenge and making the voluntary commitment &oGopenhagen Accords, the country has established
various measures to integrate renewable sourcesearfyy within the economy in a coordinated manner.
In 2010, the government formed the Energy Unitthia Office of the Prime Minister and developed a
National Energy Policy and an associated plan. Sirgainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) is intended
to serve as a road map for future energy use imgdatand Barbuda from 2012 until 2030. The SEAP
contains short (1-5 years), medium (5-10 years),lang (10-20 years) term actions designed to er#an
the implementation of the policies and goals ofigud and BarbudaNational Energy Policy (NEP).
These actions foster energy conservation, enerfigiegfcy, and diversification of energy source and
energy use needed for sustainable energy consumgoiith generation.

In 2012, the Antigua Public Utilities Authoriti€&PUA) launched Green Antigua, an initiative
that focuses on reducing the wastage of water kutrieity through the use of market incentiveshlpu
awareness, training and certifying RE techniciams$ @lowing interconnection of non-fuel generatadn
up to 50 Kw. Additionally, the twin island Stateshaeen the emergence of micro-scale businesses
creatively recycling used oil, both crude and cagkoil, to create other types of vehicular fuel.tte
2013 Budget Statement, the Government of Antiguh Barbuda identified a commitment to launch a
Green?;l'ourism Initiative Programme to assist toarggperators to assess and reduce their environmenta
impact”.

Set against the backdrop of pursing sustainableldement, Antigua and Barbuda has identified
climate change adaptation and mitigation, bioditgrsvaste management and energy resources as being
main areas of grave concern. Other areas of grawveern are crime and poverty.

3 A change in patterns of production and consumptéifective access to and transfer of safe and apiate
technologies; the promotion of a global intellettpiperty rights regime; full implementation ofifriple 10 of
the Rio Declaration; a global institutional framawdor sustainable development which is efficient dlexible and
ensures the effective integration of its threeapdl] new, additional, stable and predictable firagnéor supporting
implementation activities in developing countriethe fulfillment of mitigation and adaptation contments in
relation to climate change and the building of Ireste to its impacts; greater South-South coopmraand
exchange of successful experiences; the restaratfoharmony with nature; and better ways of mdagur
countrie§ wealth that adequately reflect the three pilldrsustainable development.

34 UN Group of Latin American and Caribbean Countries

% The programme will focus on the adoption and ftibn of energy efficiency of buildings, renewalkenergy,
and water conservation, integrating waste managgraewnironmental/energy-efficient technologies aedeloping
“green” policies and procedures.
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Country/ Thematic area

Antigua and
Barbuda (2013)

Barbados (2013)

Belize (2013)

Dominica (2003)

Grenada (2010)

Guyana (2013)

Saint Kittsand
Nevis (2013)

Saint Lucia(2009)

St.Vincent and the

Trinidad and

Tobago(2013)

I. Climate Change and Sea level Rise

kA

1o

Il. Natural and Environmental Disasters

Ill. Management of Wastes

IV. Coastal and marine resources

V. Freshwater resources

VI. Land resources

VII. Energy resources

VIII. Tourism resources

IX. Biodiversity resources

EA R A S A A

EA R A S A A

LA RS

A A R A L R T

BB BB M 2 Grenadines (2013)

se s |30 |3 |3 |3 |3 |3 | s | Suriname(2013)

X. Transport and communication

B R R A A A A A

B R R A A A A A

B R R A A A A A

B R R A A A A A

XI. Science and technology

s | | || 3 |3 [ 3¢ 3¢ |3 | 3 | Bahamas (2013)

3 |33 w3 |3 20 [ |2 x| x| Jamaica (2013)

XIl. Graduation from least developed
country status

XIIl. Trade: globalization and trade
liberalization

H

XIV. Sustainable capacity development an
education for sustainable development

XV. Sustainable production and
consumption

XVI. National and regional enabling
environments

XVII. Health

XVIIl. Knowledge management and
information for decision-making

XIX. Culture

XX. Implementation
A. Access to and the provision of financial
resources

B. Science and development and transfer ¢
technology

C. Capacity Development

D. National and International Governance
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The Barbado®NAR presents an update of the MSI+5 review of &lthe thematic areas. The
Report states that its preparation benefitted friithm completion of the Draft Latin America and
Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Developmeh&AC) Monitoring Indicators Report: Barbados 2012;
The Green Economy Scoping Study for Barbados (2ah#)the Barbados MSI+5 Report. In addition,
Protocol VI in 2011 under the Social Partnerhiiptegrates the Green Economy into sustainable
development and provides a commitment to implentteBPOA. The report also states that the policy
framework for sustainable development in Barbadeosompasses a multi-layered and multi-sectoral
approach driven by several key institutions acrgesernment, private sector and civil society.
Furthermore, the country has strong policy anditintginal commitment to sustainable development.
The key mechanisms include: Long-term and medium-tstrategic frameworks and fiscal strategy;
Social Partnership; National Sustainable DeveloprRelicy; Physical Development Plan; and a National
Sustainable Energy.

A number of initiatives have been undertaken arel an-going since 2010. Some of these
initiatives include the preparation of waste mamaget legislation; the drafting of the FisheriestSec
Management and Development Policy and Managememt, fthe preparation of the Barbados Human
Resource Development Strategy (2011 to 2016); aeddrafting of a Cultural Policy in 2012. In
addition, the Government of Barbados has receivadd from the IADB to undertake a coastal risk and
assessment and management programme; for watesaaitdtion systems upgrade; and for support for a
sustainable energy framework. The Report alsosntitat an Integrated Watershed and Coastal Area
Management Information System has been developeatdar to enhance the planning process; the
Ministry of Education, Science, Technology and etion has been established; and the Government of
Barbados has successfully partnered with UNEP and id mobilising resources to give effect to the
Partnership for a resource-efficient Green EcononBarbados.

The Belize NAR reports that the country does rmteha National Sustainable Development
Strategy, although the need for such a strategyie sustainable development has been well aateal
within the environmental community. In responsedacerns of stakeholders from the public and peiva
sectors and our international development parthé&expected that the country may soon embarthen
development of such a document.

Notwithstanding the absence of a comprehensiatesly, the country’s position on sustainability
issues has been generally well articulated in naogemolicies, strategies and planning documents
introduced by different sectors and prepared urtder consultative process involving key national
stakeholders. These planning instruments ideati#as critical for national sustainable development

The Horizon 2030 National Development Strategw ing term strategic planning document
produced to guide national development well int@R0 It embodies an overarching, long-term vision
from which shorter-term development plans will arisHorizon 2030 establishes strategic guidelines,
development objectives, impact indicators and l@rg: interactions between the public and private
sectors. Horizon 2038soincludes a monitoring, evaluation and follow-up gess in order to evaluate
the results obtained at the different executiogestaof government programs and projects carriednout
the country. Likewise, it provides for an execgtibody to ensure adequate implementation and
continuity of the initiatives that are defined, ander to guarantee sound performance and optimum
achievement of goals and objective@te thematic areas are covered within this repmiude most of the
BPOA and MSI thematic areas.

% a social compact constituting the Government, Riwate Sector and the Trade Unions that overskes t
development and execution of a Social Protocolctvimtegrates the three pillars of sustainable ldgvaent
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A Medium Term Development Strategy was prepareadtiie period 2010 — 2013 under the
caption “Building Resilience Against Social Econonaind Physical Vulnerabilities”. The plan targets
entrepreneurial development and support for imprem of the export sector’'s productivity and
competitiveness, environmental protection and tesagduction, human development and public safety.
The MTDS is currently under review and will be @gmd with the more comprehensive Growth and
Poverty Reduction Strategy in 2014. The new plgagicular focus of poverty reduction comes as a
result of the country’s increasing rates of povemtyd indigence. The 2009-2013 National Poverty
Elimination Strategy and Action Plans (NPESAP)Is®ainder review.

In addition to the number of planning instrumerBslize continues to implement projects in a
number of the thematic areas. Some of these arzided below

Belize has made major efforts to define climatengeamitigation and adaptation measures;
however efforts to implement defined measures tman constrained by limited investments and the
absence of an existing critical mass to effect &ional climate change programme of work.
Programmatically works have been concentrated drigoawareness and the elaboration of appropriate
governance mechanisms guiding climate change margtgplanning and programming into the country’
productive sector. The overall lag in nationalgress is largely attributable to existing financaaid
technological constraints which continue to pensighin an environment of economic uncertainty.

In the area of waste management, a new regionstiewdisposal facility is under construction
together with a number of transfer stations andittherporation of recyclable material “drop-off ags
and designated areas for white goods/bulky wadteedtansfer stations.

The coastal and marine resources of Belize ahdyriested in biological resources and greatly
contribute to the economic development of the agusince they are the basis for the tourism arfdrfts
industry. These resources are also used exteypdiyeBelizeans for recreation and to provide food a
sustenance for the population. The crown jewelhm ¢oastal zone is the Belize Barrier Reef System
which has now been declared a World Heritage S#tecording to the NAR Belize’s Coastal zone has
been increasingly impacted by marine and land basd#dtion, sedimentation from inland sources and
removal of coastal vegetation including the rapidigappearing littoral forest. In addition, recent
petroleum exploration in the coastal zone has chosecern among stakeholders and is now the subject
of legal challenges in the courts. In responseutdip concerns over offshore drilling the Governingia
not reissue concessions for 1.4 million acres &fhafre oil exploration license relinquished by OMC
October 2010.

Belize is currently running a project under thepces of the Global Climate Change Alliance
which will establish the National Integrated WakResource Authority (NIWRA). In 2011 a National
Integrated Planning Framework for Land Resourcesldgwment was produced for the Government of
Belize. The purpose of the Planning Framework oisptovide a comprehensive, transparent and
democratic mechanism through which the NationaldLdae Policy will be implemented and managed.
Belize intends to become a low carbon economy [8020A Biomass plant was recently commissioned
to produce electric power from the burning of bagasA pilot solar power scheme of .33MW capacity
has been installed at the University of Belize (U)Xemonstrate the feasibility of solar power &md
encourage the adoption of solar power. The Ci@rosipany of Belize has installed a 2MW cogeneration
facility using citrus waste. Several companies iar¢he country to produce sugar cane for ethanol
production and for the production of energy usingeneration. Feasibility studies have been caoigd
on the wind potential of the country.
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The assessment of the progress of implementatiaih@BPoA and MSI, used Dominica’s Low-
Carbon Climate Resilient Development Strategy (LOSIR2012 - 2020 as the benchmark for assessing
sustainable development progress in Dominica. Bfiategy is being implemented in response to
continued global economic challenges and the deffett on SIDS such as Dominica. The Strategy aims
to ensure that Dominica, the Nature Island of tleilibean, will achieve its sustainable development
aspirations while meeting critical social developmend poverty reduction. The LCCRDS was
developed as the key platform supporting Governimétowth and Social Protection Strategy (GSPS).
This assessment was also complimented by a nastaka@holders’ consultation.

The NAR provides an assessment of 8 of the thenam&as in the BPOA and MSI. These include:
Climate change, natural disasters, land resoumat®r resources; coastal and marine resourcesge wast
management; health; and energy. The Commonwe&lBominica has prepared a number of ppolicy
documents to guide development in some of the kejoss impacting the use of land and other natural
resources - such as agriculture, forestry, fiskesiied tourism. However, the majority of these qoli
documents have not received formal endorsement.

The Government is currently deliberating on Donarscoverall strategy for developing geothermal
energy and outline plans for establishing a smalgr plant of approximately 120 MW capacity to
supply electricity to the domestic market.

A slate of key concerns was also identified. ThHeskide,inter alia:

 The economy has been severely challenged withnineduction of the phased elimination of
preferential access to the European Union for barexports in 1992 resulting in a marked
production decline with impacts until today. Thesltaused that sector to give way to tourism as
the mainstay of the economy. This sector is, uofately, also plagued with problems and
subject to increasing challenges in provisioningezfuired infrastructure to maintain the island
as an attractive ‘nature destination’. Other foraisforeign exchange earnings continue to
struggle as manufacturing and exports seems tetlenohg as well as foreign investment capital.

* Unemployment continues to rise, exceeding 25% coatpto around 16% in 1999 and 10% in
1991.

* There are at present seventeen (17) pieces of tegjisfation relating to land management and
administration. There are however problems asgstiatvith land degradation; urban
encroachment; loss of biodiversity; and coastakzmanagement.

e Lack of coordination among the multiple agenciemived in coastal zone management.

The NAR of Grenada identifies progress to date @f e thematic areas identified in the BPOA

and the MSI. These include: Climate change andeses rise; Natural and environmental disastexs an
climate variability; fresh water resources; coasgaources; energy and tourism. The NAR also state
that political commitment to the SIDS agenda inrada can also be seen in the existence of pohicids
some legislation such as the National Physical RR003), enabled by a Physical Planning and
Development Control Act (2002); A Natural Parks &hrdtected Areas Act (1990), which accommodates
Biodiversity provisions; and the Environmental Lefgt, 1997, which provides for guaranteed financial
support for the Grenada Solid Waste Managementr&mgOther policy-based initiatives include the
National Environmental Policy and Management Sgwteéhe Policy and Strategy on Energy, and the
Forestry Policy and Action Plan (2000).
Despite the progress achieved towards the impleatientof the BPOA and MSI, the NAR identifies a
number of gaps and challenges that speak to trenedof strategies and actions that are necessary f
the achievement of the objectives outlined in tHROB and MSI. Participants at a consultation on the
BPOA and MSI identified the following challenges:

* Financial constraints,



15

» Inadequate legislative enforcement

* An absence of a systematic approach to implementati
* Low levels of participation among the citizenrydan

» Insufficient documentation and monitoring and egatibn.

Participants at a consultation on national preparatfor RIO +20 further reinforced this view. haso
identified:

* Absence or inefficiency of data collection systears

* Inadequate response to social sustainability andtegration into the development agenda

The emerging issues are identified as:

* The need, under the SIDS framework, to integragentiain pillars of environmental, economic
and social development, for successful implemeottatif the BPOA, using the MSI. As a result,
an unnecessary tension exists among policy-maketscammunities of practitioners who feel
the need to give primacy of place to one or themwfilar of development in the elaboration and
implementation of programmes and projects. Thelehgé therefore is to consistently interpret
sustainable development as necessarily economisaltyally and environmentally integrated.

» There is a clear recognition of the links betweastanability, development and environment,
and their impact on society and the economy, eafhgcas they relate to issues of poverty
eradication, youth employment and gender equatitpame a few.

* Persuading major stakeholders to embrace the Gfeenomy initiative as an opportunity to
further their development agenda

Guyana states in its Report that it has made $gmif efforts to implement the BPOA and MSI.
To a great extent, national polices including macomomic policies are supportive of national
sustainable development goals and priorities. Mdrategies reflect the importance of addressiitigalr
elements of sustainable development such as maormmic stability, poverty reduction, social
development, environmental management, disasteragesment and climate change adaptation and
mitigation.

In June 2009, the Government of Guyana launched.@w Carbon Development Strategy
(LCDS) that is a national strategy which seeksréate a low deforestation, low carbon, climateliersi
economy with the major objective of transforming teconomy of Guyana while combating climate
change. Under the LCDS, several projects are higipiemented to expand the digital economy thereby
avoiding a digital divide. These include: Fibre ©ptable, The One Laptop per Family (OLPF) and
Telecommunications Liberalisation.

The upcoming ‘Climate Resilience, Adaptation andt®/ Management Initiatives’ will allocate
up to US $100 million for a once-in-a-generatiofoefto upgrade Guyana’s ability to cope with clima
change.

Government has committed to redoubling efforts &etthe MDGs and has outlined a number of
initiatives to improve the quality of education,alth, housing and water servicésAdditionally, there
will be special intervention programmes to imprafie poverty situation in the countfyyThese efforts
will compliment sustainable development actions.

There are many institutions in Guyana with resfility for different aspects of sustainable
development. However, these have operated mairtlyein assigned areas with little or no collabanati

37Government of Guyana. 201Roverty Reduction Strategy Paper: 2011 — 2(Mistry of Finance.
#Government of Guyana. 201Roverty Reduction Strategy Paper: 2011 — 20distry of Finance.
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on Sustainable Development (SD) related areas. fwide effective coordination, Cabinet has
established the National Sustainable Developmened&y chaired by the President of Guyana and
involving the relevant Ministers and Heads of Adgenc It reaches out for stakeholder involvement
through the National SD Forum.

A new institutional arrangement that supportsanable development is the establishment of the
Ministry of Natural Resources and the EnvironmeMtONRE) which was created in 2011. The
Ministry’s primary focus is harmonising policy anthnagement in the forestry, mining and other natura
resources-based sectors, and better mainstrearoanservation and environmental management. The
Strategic Framework for the Ministry (2013-2018pé&ng developed

In its report, Jamaica notes that of the 14 pgyareas of the BPOA, the eight that received the
most attention were climate change and sea-lese] natural and environmental disasters, management
of wastes, coastal and marine resources, freshwedeurces, land resources, biodiversity resoussas,
national institutions and administrative capackKjwe of the others were also important in the polic
agenda and the implementation programmes of adtimugh not treated as areas of the BPOA. These
were energy resources, tourism resources, trangpoitcommunication, science and technology and
human resources development. The area in whicintheementation lag was greatest appears to have
been contribution by regional institutions and techl cooperation.

In the case of the five additional areas of thd,M8alth was second only to education in public
expenditure and there has been increasing polieptain to culture. Very little seems to have bdene
in the areas of “sustainable production and consiemipand “knowledge management”, and Jamaica’s
contribution to the resistance by SIDS of hastyatlyration from least developed country status”.

The Federation of Saint Kitts and Newtates in its NAR that the agenda for sustainable
development is managed mainly by the Ministry o§t8inable Development. There are also several
other institutions that provide support to the allepursuit of the country's sustainable developmen
agenda. The report however notes that there ised to engender participation by the private sector
NGOs and the wider community.

There are a number of key programmes and polisyriments supporting the sustainable
development agenda. Financial support for sudtenaevelopment initiatives have been derived
primarily by the Global Environment Facility (GEErough the implementation of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCCg thhited Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) and the United Nations Centron on Biological Diversity (UNCBD).

Several laws have been enacted to give effeatdtamable development in the Federation. The
legislation is, however, sector specific and foe thost part was not intended to address sustainable
development in a holistic and programmatic way.sbveral instances there are no accompanying
regulations and/or guidelines to direct the adniaign of these laws.

The NAR evaluates 13 of the thematic areas, cogeall the natural resources themes, tourism
resources, national institutions and administrativepacity, regional institutions and technical
cooperation, science and technology, and humaruresalevelopment. Unfortunately the assessment
does not provide any information on the programha the country is engaged in to give effect to the
BPOA or MSI. The evaluation has been undertakemnagthe suite of sample activities provided i@ th
aforementioned instruments. Be that as it mayitiaddl research shows that Saint Kitts and News a
involved in a number of initiatives that suppore tBPOA and MSI. One such initiative is described
below.
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It is the intention of the Government that thatewable energy services provided in Saint Kitts-
Nevis will increase 60 percent by 2015. To thid,ehe exploration of geothermal on Nevis," he desd
has been completed and the federation is awaitmoglugtion drilling and geothermal power plant
construction. In the meantime a 2.1 megawatts \gamnkeration plant has been installed. The Goverhmen
had also entered into an agreement with a privatgany to supply St. Kitts with some 20 megawaitts o
wind energy. The potential construction of a westéuel plant and a solar energy plant is also dpein
considered by the Government to produce cleaneggn&he Government has also received proposals
for waste to energy projects and solar energy pteje

In its NAR, Saint Lucia stated that is developmagénda is guided by several national policy
imperatives and instruments. These include the Medierm Development Strategy (MTDS), Annual
Budget Statements (Policy), the Annual EstimateB>qfenditure, the Corporate Plans of the individual
Ministries and other Statutory Bodies. The priestof the MTDS (2006 -2011) were focused on
exploiting opportunities for sustained growth amyelopment, and the restructuring and repositioning
the economy for successful integration within aoréasingly liberalized international and regional
trading environment, in particular the OECS Ecorwtdnion and the CARICOM Single Market and
Economy (CSME).

The NAR undertakes an evaluation of 10 of the BP@Ad MSI thematic areas. Of these, 8
pertain to natural resources and the environmeilewle remaining 2 thematic areas referred toisour
resources, and transport and communications. TAR Also confirm that although Saint Lucia shows
good social indicators, there are high and increpkdvels of poverty with rural poverty being aghis
35% in some districts. Unemployment too remainshhjgarticularly among the youth (45 per cent).
Declines in the key economic sectors, such aswgrie, have exacerbated the effects of unemploymen
and poverty, the combined impact of which has doated to a slowdown in economic activity in Saint
Lucia over the last 3 years. Non-communicable disga(hypertension, diabetes, heart disease,
cerebrovascular diseases and cancer) were theaaase of death in Saint Lucia in 2012. Nevertheless
the number of persons who died from AIDS fell by.G6@ercent due to widespread testing and
government funding for HIV/AIDS prevention programsn

Although social safety net programmes have beeheimgnted over the last several years they
still have not adequately protect children, singgeents (who are predominantly women) or the waykin
age poor (with or without children) and, as a resbk rights of children and women to social pcata
are not being fulfilled.

Despite these challenges and vulnerabilities, Shintian villages and communities have
collectively adopted diverse and alternative copstigategies, created support networks and bridging
relations, supported by the activism of communigdd organizations in an effort to overcome
conditions of deprivation. In addition, The Depaent of Planning and National Development will, in
this financial year, embark on a major National nRlag exercise to develop a comprehensive
development road map and agenda for the next 3®.yddere have been more deliberate steps taken to
integrate climate change issues and concerns $ipiects of national development planning processes.
example, climate change issues were incorporatéldeidast Medium Term Development Strategy; and
recent Budget Addresses and other major policyguoncements highlight climate change issues.

Saint Lucia is party to the OECS Oceans Govern&otiey which seeks to address several new
and emerging issues such as piracy, maritime dgcuamnd management of maritime resources. The
country has also elaborated a National Land Pdhiey speaks to all aspects of Land Management and
Administration. To give effect to the policy, Nati@ Action Plan to Combat Land Degradation and
Drought has been formulated, and under an SLM gtoge Zero Land Degradation approach is being
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promoted. It is anticipated that this initiativellwdgontribute to the increasing rate of forest aowa the
island which has grown by 1 per cent over thel@syears.

Many of new and emerging issues highlighted in joe reports and fora still remain. There are
however also other additional emerging issues asditizen security, decent work, the free moverént
people among OECS Member States, and the forcechnetigrants, to mention a few.

The Green Economy (GE) has in recent times takatrestage in the on-going conversation on
sustainable development in Saint Lucia and has g@btaon a number of initiatives which can facilktat
the transition to a GE.

The NAR concludes by calling for strengthening feg tnternational Framework for Sustainable
Development (IFSD), and the continued systematieve and monitoring of commitments to the MDGs,
BPOA and MSI.

The NAR from St. Vincent and the Grenadiiés not undertake a review of the BPOA or MSI
according to the thematic areas. The NAR howes#zats the philosophy and issues central to tH&20
2025 Development Plan with comments and iteratimm the multi-stakeholder preparatory process that
culminated with a consultation on Jund'2D13.

The St. Vincent and the Grenadines national ecanand social Development Plan 2013 - 2025
has been elaborated around a specific set of gitageals, objectives and targets so as to faislitand
guide the optimal improvement of the quality ofelifor all Vincentians. The Development Plan is
premised on the workings of an economy in whichpgheate sector, the cooperative sector and thee Sta
have efficacious, complementary roles as part thixed economy”. There is no formal sustainable
development agenda in St. Vincent and the Grenadiinemost of the elements spelt out in the Barbado
Program of Action have been addressed to some meea&sithe country’s development thrust in a
sectoral manner as reflected by the Medium Termrm&ic Strategy Paper (MESTP) and the National
Economic and Social Development Plan (NESDP).

The 2012 draft Fisheries and Aquaculture Policgl &ction Plan takes on board all relevant
obligations set by the Convention on Biological &sity (CBD) and Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species (CITES). St. Vincent and@henadines partners with the Caribbean Regional
Fisheries Management (CRFM) to manage regional diebks. Further protection and management of
coastal and marine resources is provided unde2@h@ National Parks, and Protected Area system Plan
(2010-2014).

Working with the CCCCC the government has accesesdurces from the GEF under the
Special Project on Adaptation to Climate ChangeASP) to install a Reverse Osmosis plant in Bequia.
The plant is driven by solar energy in keepingigt@ends green agenda. It is the intention to reypeced
this success on other Grenadine Islands in ordeexmmand the provision of potable water to the
Grenadines.

In its NAR Suriname undertakes a review of thetefratic areas of the BPOA. The following
national key priority areas were identified for @ame: Agriculture and food security; Natural res@s
management, including fisheries management andnecgavernance; Water resources management;
Energy, including renewable energy and energy ieffiy; Climate change and sea level rise;
Biodiversity conservation; Waste management andnadas management; and Sustainable tourism.
Other cross cutting themes that have been idedtifielude Poverty eradication; Gender equality
(through gender mainstreaming); Health equity @bhengthening of health systems); Education and
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awareness (to strengthen and maintain human cépial); and Finance, technology transfer and dgpaci
building. The NAR then provides a review of stabfigmplementation of these priority areas.

The agricultural sector was identified as a pnoiit the Government Policy Statement 2010-
2015. In 2011 the Ministry of Agriculture presentiesipolicy document 2010-2015 (Beleidsnota 2010-
2015) as a roadmap for the agricultural sector. teavpaper on the Suriname fishing industry was
prepared for 2010 to 2016. Suriname has producBdati National Energy Policy for 2013-20831t
provides the framework to achieve the country'srgneyoals and will consolidate Surinamese energy
policy, which has been outlined in various docursgimcluding the ‘2000 Energy Master Plan’ and the
report ‘Renewable energy potential and businessryppities in Suriname’.

There is no climate change policy document, buin@ome has chosen to submit a Readiness
Project Proposal to the Forest Carbon Partnershplify (FCPF) and to use the REDD+ structures
described in that document for the planning proéessustainable development in Suriname. The Final
RPP was submitted in June 2013. The country foriadla National Biodiversity Action Plan for the
period 2012 — 2016.

After the 1.6 million ha Central Suriname NaturesBrve and the city of Paramaribo became
UNESCO World Heritage sites, a number of studied @ports on the tourism sector were produced,
new tourism products were identified and developma] new sites, especially in the hinterland of
Suriname, were developed. Most attention was giterthe development of nature tourism and
ecotourism.

A National Assessment Report on Waste Managemastdrawn up in 2013. This Report gives
recommendations to improve waste management, aabliskes a monitoring and evaluation mechanism
with identified indicators.

Trinidad and Tobago states in its NAR that it @gnenitted to playing its part as a responsible
member of the global community, by continuing efageared towards pursuing policy and development
of initiatives to increase the use of new and iratiwe technologies that have lower levels of emissi
encouraging the use of clean energy technology sschatural gas technology and clean production
technology; promoting the use of renewable enertfias have zero emissions; and, adopting more
energy-efficient technologies and practices. Te #md, and consistent with the provisions of theddal
Environment Policy 2006, the Government is pursuimplicy framework towards the development of a
programme of work to address greenhouse gas emssaind towards the development of a low-carbon
economy and developmental path.

The Trinidad and Tobago Report provides some eof Kby initiatives undertaken to address
climate change management issues since the 10agsassment report on the SIDS POA. Most of the
initiatives revolve around reduction of carbon esimss, including the creation of the necessary lemab
environment and institutional strengthening. TEhentry has also established a Green Fund to provid
financial assistance to community groups and owmgdinins for activities related to reforestation,
remediation, environmental education and publicrameass of environmental issues and conservation of
the environment. Mention is also made that thee@aments of Trinidad and Tobago and the United
States have commenced discussions to establislgiariRé Renewable Energy Centre in Trinidad and
Tobago to foster green initiatives.

In addition to the review of the ten NARs, a rewief other documents also indicates that to a
great extent, national polices including macroeouigopolicies are supportive of national sustainable

%9 Information from: Suriname’s Energy Policy (Dra013 - 2033
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development goals and priorities. Many strategiélect the importance of addressing critical elerner
sustainable development such as macro-economidlitytaipoverty reduction, social development,

environmental management, disaster managementiarates change adaptation and mitigation.

One striking feature in the NARs that we
reviewed is the consistent emphasis on renewa
energy sources and energy efficiency as import
elements in the development agenda of each of
countries. About 60% of the NARs also spoke
some element of the Green economy or variati

"I commit my Government to working assiduously
with the Social Partnership to ensure that the
measures indentified in Barbados’ Green Economy
Scoping Study, which can contribute to a more
prosperous and  environmentally  sensitive
Barbados, will be implemented expeditiously" said

thereof. This concept was operationalised usuz: Freundel J. Stuart, Prime Minister of Barbados.

within the context of reduction in the use of fos
fuels and sustainable production and consumptior “We see a green economy not only as the area of

renewable energy, but we see the green economy
as a means of providing new opportunities for our
people in Saint Kitts,” said Earl Asim Martin,

In a survey that was undertaken in 2010
Deputy Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis.

ECLAC for the preparation of the Caribbeg
regional MSI+5 Report, more than 60% of tf . _ . _

. . We are also showing that it is possible to create a
respondents claimed that 10 MSI issues w better, environmentally sustainable national
included in their National Development Plan economy without compromising our citizens’
These included: legitimate aspirations for increased prosperity,”

said Bharrat Jagdeo, Former Prime Minister of
Guyana

@) Climate change and sea level rise
Source:

http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/AdvisoryServic

(b) Natural and environmental disaste os/CarbbeanCroonEaonomy

(© Management of wastes

(d) Coastal and marine resources

(e) Freshwater resources
() Land resources
(9) Energy resources

(h) Tourism resources
) Biodiversity resources
()] Transport and communication

Reports also indicated that climate change and leeal rise, together with natural and
environmental disasters, are addressed in all matidevelopment plans and programmes. Energy
sources, especially the need for renewable enesgyces are also receiving urgent attention by all
Caribbean SIDS in their future development pland programmes. All countries also identified the
management of wastes as being important to nataeadlopment efforts.

Since 2010, more initiatives are underway to irdatgthe BPOA and MSI thematic areas and
issues into the national development process. BadaGrenada, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, and
Guyana have already begun re-positioning their Idpweent priorities to accommodate green economic
policies. Suriname has formulated a Green Dewvedop Plan that will create an organizing framework
for policy reform, government capacity investmeartd economic plans on a sectoral basis that will ai
to achieve environmental sustainability and creatav-carbon, nature-based econéiy

0 See [on linehttp://wild9.org/ADMIN/archivos/SurinameGV_Brochur@l_R3.pdf
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UNEP, in cooperation with the CARICOM Secretardgatd with financial support from the
European Union, is supporting the subregion throagaribbean Green Economy Initiative. This
initiative aims to enable countries in the Caribbeéa advance sustainable development through the
following activities:

(@) Assessing the potential for green economy invest options, using a quantitative
model, in three pilot countries;

(b) Establishing a regional multi-stakeholder gremmonomy knowledge and networking
platform;

(c) Establishing/strengthening of a regional Ceofr&xcellence on Green Economy in the
region; and
(e) Developing a region-specific green economy cipauilding portfolio.

The Dominican Republic’€limate Compatible Development Plan-Sep-2QCCDP) outlines
policies the country can implement to achieve imptb economic growth as well as substantive
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions betweerandw2030. The Climate-Compatible Development
Plan is a clear signal from the government of tleenidican Republic that sustainability will not be a
afterthought but a significant principle of the otny’s future planning. The CCDP follows the |eseat
by the Dominican Republic’asew constitutionwhich is considered the first constitution to cheastate
that adaptation and mitigation, with respect tonelie change, are the responsibility of both govermm
and the citizenry.

Aruba has formulated a National Integrated Stiateglan 2010-2025 based on twelve
developmental priorities. These twelve prioritteam the conceptual framework for social, economic,
and environmental development with education aneggance as the two areas that are cross cuttihg an
are preconditions for a successful achievementhef dspirations stated in this National Integrated
Strategic Plan. Education at all levels can shdyeeworld of tomorrow, equipping individuals and
societies with the skills, perspectives, knowledge values to live and work in a sustainable manner
While good governance will lead to political commétnt from government, institutions and civil sogiet
for the implementation of sustainable developrtent

There are a number of other national programmeth®@mmplementation of the BPOA and MSI
that are worthy of mention. A sample of thesersspnted here to indicate the breath of actionsntak
across the Caribbean:

(a) Guyana has signed and ratified the United Matieramework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) and acceded to the Kyoto Prototbk country has taken proactive steps to ensure
implementation of the Convention. Guyana prepaiethitial and Second National Communication (NC)
to the UNFCC in 2001 and 2012, and is currentlyparing the Third NC. In addition, some of the
following measures will be implemented through tcoming ‘Climate Resilience, Adaptation and
Water Management Initiatives’:

i. upgrading infrastructure and assets to protecinagéooding;

il. the development, reproduction and distribution leihp varieties and crop management
techniques that are suitable for hinterland comtes)i thereby ensuring the
sustainability and further development of theielifioods. In addition, all-weather roads

“1 Nos Aruba 2025 National Integrated Strategic Plan
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and bridges and new drainage and irrigation syst@and 1) will be constructed, with a
focus on particularly vulnerable areas;

iii. revamping Guyana's early warning system and impgouhe timely and accurate
collection and dissemination of data and informmabm weather-related events and their
impacts on the ground.

(b) Trinidad and Tobago has begun the elaborati@nSirategy for the Reduction of Carbon
Emissions in the Power Generation, Transportatioth Badustrial Sectors. It is envisaged that this
strategy will result in the strengthening of thestitutional framework for carbon reduction and
identification of clear strategic elements and @e8 for reducing carbon emissions from targetossct

(©) The Dominican Republic has formulated a NatioG&ategy to Strengthen Human
Resources and Skills to Advance Green, Low Emisaiwh Climate Resilient Development. The overall
goal of the Strategy is to create a national fraor&vfior coordinated and enhanced action to streargth
learning relevant for green, low emission and clarasilient development in the Dominican Repulbtic.
sets out a vision for 2030 that “the Dominican stcihas an education system and implements public
policies that generate institutional capacities hndhan resources to address the challenges oftelima
change adaptation and mitigation.” The Nationaht8gy is directly linked to the National Developrhen
Strategy (2030) of the Dominican Republic and og@icy instruments which promote a new model of
low emission and climate resilient development.

(d) Jamaica is presently implementing an EU findn€imate Change Adaptation and
Disaster Risk Reduction Project which aims at iasnmeg resilience and reducing risks associated with
natural hazards in vulnerable areas due to climhtnge threats, including rising sea levels, warmer
global temperatures, and more severe weather egeists as hurricanes and droughts. This will be
achieved through rehabilitating watersheds, imprgvcoastal ecosystems management and building
cIim?Zte change capacity and awareness as artidullat¥ision 2030, Jamaica's National Development
Plan™.

(e) Wigton Windfarm Limited is a company owned hg tJlamaican State. It operates a 20.7
MW wind farm in Manchester, Jamaica. Wigton Windfais the first and only Jamaican entity to sell
Certified Emission Reductions (CERs) through thea@l Development Mechanism (CDM) facifity
Ground was broken on March 17, 2010 for the US#BIdon project expansion. Part 2 is being financed
by the Petro Caribe Fund and will increase thd fmtaduction to 38.7 MW by adding nine 2 MW V80
wind turbines to the existing complement. The carlemissions from this addition will also be sold
through the CDM.

() In Cuba, the setting up of wind farms, solaemgy facilities, biomass and biogas plants
as well as a large number of windmills are parthef Cuban renewable energy strategy. The Minidtry o
Sugar and the National Electricity Board have atsgy to increase power generation in all its apega
sugar mills to decentralize the grid and provide/g@ogeneration in areas which have weaker supig. T
Government is also investigating biofuels from aubhcalled Marabu that has invaded more than 1
million hectares.

*2 http://lwww.jamaicaobserver.com/environment/Multeagy-climate-change-adaptation-project-meetingtarge
13277192#ixzz2LuXIBBT6Accessed on June 23 2013.

3 See [on line]
http://www.cehi.org.lc/cef5/documents/CEF%20pap&B&hd%20presentations/PAPERS/Parallel%20Session%20
4%20Caribbean%20Sustainable%20Energy%20Forum/Qieith20Nwaogwugwu%20Trading%20Carbon%200ff
sets-%20A%20Caribbean%20Tale.pdiccessed on June 26 2013
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(9) Suriname has launched the Coastal Protected Memagement Project in Nickerie. This
three year initiative will promote the sustainablevelopment of the Coastal Protected Area and the
promotion of biodiversity through effective managarhand sustainable income generation.

(h) During the 2012 Rio+20 United Nations Confeena Sustainable Development in Rio
de Janeiro, Prime Minister Mike Eman of Aruba amumd his country’s goal to transition the island to
100% renewable energy and the world's first susbdéneconomy. The government has an ambitious
agenda to increase renewable energy. Currently, @i energy comes from wind and several solar
projects are under development

@ The Government of Barbados has very receniljaied a Coastal Risk Assessment and
Management programme which seeks to enhance amelcpmh5 kilometres of shoreline on the west
coast. Expected components of the Programme ax@éodstal risk assessment and monitoring including
strengthening and expansion of monitoring netwdtepe stability, water quality, natural hazards),
oceanographic studies and risk assessments; 2)ataafsastructure including construction and pre-
investment studies for beach stabilization worksg @) institutional strengthening for coastal risk
management and climate change adaptation.

0) The rapid degradation of Caribbean marine agwestrial ecosystems as a result of
anthropogenic and natural causes will continueetnain a challenge. Nevertheless, numerous national
and regional interventions have been designeditralosuch degradatiohe Partnership Initiative for
Sustainable Land Management (PISLM) through theaXetie Conservancy Trust is supporting an
ecotourism project that is part of Belize’s susaie land management strategy. The primary obgediv
this project is to introduce agricultural and lamk techniques that will sustain traditional likielbd
practices and reverse the substantial land degoadedused by the slash and burn subsistence fgrmin
techniques used by the communities in the Villagedian Creek’.

(K) In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy in 2012¢ thamaican Office of Disaster
Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) duate@ to a number of disaster mitigation
projects which may have prevented the loss of onifliof dollars in property and may even have saved
lives. With financing provided by CIDA, 28 commupi had benefitted from micro-disaster risk
reduction projects, including mangrove replantistgelter retrofitting, and the building of foot byiets®.

A similar programme is also ongoing in Guyana.

)] The Government of Suriname has received finagncifrom the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) for improving integrated alter risk management for climate resilient
development”, and for mainstreaming of disastés msnagement into development plandfng

(m) Social housing and related projects to imprbwvieg circumstances, while at the same
time reducing the impact on nature and environme®,being developed by some countries and being
mainstreamed into national development plans. Thmsky of Housing and Environment in Trinidad
and Tobago launched the Neighborhood Upgrade Rrogeain 2011. The goal of the Programme is to
enhance the quality of life of low and middle in@mgroups, and thus promote the equitable developmen
of wholesome and sustainable communities. It isapproach that promotes self- reliance, builds
capacity, ensures affordability and equity, andserees the environment for current and future

a Scope, ACP, and the Global Mechanism (2011). Oppdi¢s of ecotourism in promoting sustainable lamghagement in the
Caribbean

“5 See [on line] http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/enrinent/Mitigation-projects-may-have-helped-savedionis-
in-Hurricane-Sandy---ODPEM#ixzz2Lud8jddU. Accessedlune 23 2013

“® See [On linehttps://www.devex.com/en/projects/275696/pActessed on June 23 2013
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generationg*’ Another example is the Saint Lucia Housing AssistaRrogramme. Funded by the
Government of Saint Lucia and the European Uniaes phogramme provides assistance to needy and
indigent individuals who live in deplorable housingnditions. Special consideration is given to the
elderly, persons with disability and householdshwibung children, as well as households affected by
natural disasters and fires.

(n) In recent years, there has been a growing lefseliltural activities spanning the wide
diversity of cultures in Guyana. The Ministry of IG@ue, Youth and Sports (MCYS) is the lead agemcy i
coordination and promotion of cultural activities iGuyana. However, the Ministry works in
collaboration with other organisations to promotdfure. For example, the scope of the education
curriculum will be broadened to include aresmsch as arts, sports and physical educatiod
culture-specific skills (e.g. weaving, baskgtig Amerindian communitié®

Barbados formulated a cultural policy in 2011.

(o) Caribbean governments implemented a numbeolidigs to counter the effects of the
global financial crisis. These were wide-rangingfacus and included: expenditure programmes, tax
waivers and reliefs and selective credit availgpili In general, fiscal expenditure programmes
implemented by the various governments tended tmdé®ium term strategies and were aimed at lifting
the growth prospects of the countries by direcfingds primarily towards investments in economic and
social infrastructur®>®. Examples of these programmes included; a capitagramme for residential
housing, roads and the international airport in Babamas; continued work on roads, schools, and air
and seaports in Barbados; increased capital exjpeaslion water control facilities, education, healt
roads and bridges, and a technology park in Guyanasat and drainage works in Jamaica; expenditures
on rural roads in Grenada; road rehabilitationcadfural feeder roads, residential constructiond a
hospital construction in Saint Lucia.

(p) Governments also offered tax waivers and oflediefs on payment obligations by
business and households. For businesses, suchrsvawe reliefs were to assist with cash flow
constraints and to reduce the severity of declinpmgfitability brought on by the crisis. From the
household perspective, tax reliefs and waivers igea/ an implicit income cushion through more
disposable income and thus moderate reductionsugdholds’ standard of living.

Q) For the people of the region, crime, violenod @security are profoundly linked to key
development issues such as freedom of choice, igga&lbpportunity, increased life chances, espicia
for the most vulnerable, and the greater respones& of state institutions to the needs of people.
Governments have led in establishing crime andenicg prevention plans and programmes, but NGOs
and community groups have also contributed: matigea groups have established themselves to secure
their own communities. The Pride of Gonzales itiit&x*, for example, was begun in 2003 in a violence-
ravaged Port of Spain suburban community of appnately 1,000 households. It was the brainchild of
the community’s parish priest after there had semurders in a five-week period. In another egbm

47 Excerpt from the speech delivered by Dr. the Hoable, Roodal Moonilal, Minister of Housing and the
Environment at the launch of the Ministry’s Neighibeood Upgrade Programme on Friday October 28th] 20
8 48Government of Guyana. 2011. Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper: 2011 - 2015. Ministry of Finance.

*9 ECLAC (2009). The Reactions of the GovernmenthefAmericas to the International Crisis: An Ovewiof
Policy Measures up to 31 July 2009. ECLAC Occadibaper.

Y Commonwealth Secretariat (2009). Sustaining Deraknt in Small States in a Turbulent Global Economy
Summary Report of July 2009 International Confeeenc

®1 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime andlthén America and the Caribbean Region of the W&dahk
(2007). Crime, Violence, and Development: Trer@issts, and Policy Options in the Caribbean
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one component of the Jamaica Inner Cities Basivi@ey for the Poor Project financed by the World
Bank focused specifically on the reduction of tleryvhigh levels of homicide, youth violence, and
associated risk factors in the participating inciéies. Integrated citizen security approacheshseen
success in Capotillo in the Dominican Republic. Sehprograms combine modern methods of policing
with prevention interventions undertaken by botkiegoment and non-governmental organizafions

(n In order to counter the serious issues of hbomkcurity the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) established the regional Crime and Seguframework in 2005. In recognition of the
inter-linked nature of growing levels of crime anidlence in the region fueled by the illicit movem®f
drugs, guns and ammunition, CARICOM Leaders, in72@stablished crime and security as the fourth
pillar of the region’s integration. In 2009, Therddean Basin Security Initiative (CBSI) was esistizd
bringing all members of the CARICOM and the DomamicRepublic together to jointly collaborate on
regional security with the United States of Amerasaa partnéf. Programmes under the CBSI have
produced tangible results says Secretary GenerahefCARICOM Ambassador Irwin LaRocque.
Speaking at the Third Meeting of the Caribbean-&thiBtates Security Cooperation Dialogue in Port of
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago in December 2012, AndzimsLaRocque cited the fact that CARICOM
States were reporting illicit drug and small arme sight weapons seizures at record levels

(s) CARICOM Member States, both collectively, thgbuthe conclusion of the 2011
CARICOM Declaration on Small Arms, and individualigve been undertaking a number of measures to
secure their borders against illicit flows; bordeanagement and security have thus become one of
CARICOM’s major security priorities. In additiomyorking through the CARICOM Implementation
Agency for Crime and Security, (CARICOM IMPACS), dollaboration with the Caribbean Centre for
Development Administration, efforts have been utademn in various CARICOM Member States to
harmonise and standardize policies, practices awdefdures utilized by border security agencies
throughout the regicn

(t) Social housing and related projects to improveag circumstances, while at the same
time reducing the impact on nature and environmen®,being developed by some countries and being
mainstreamed into national development plans. Niméstry of Housing and Environment in Trinidad
and Tobago launched the Neighborhood Upgrade Rrogeain 2011. The goal of the Programme is to
enhance the quality of life of low and middle in@mgroups, and thus promote the equitable developmen
of wholesome and sustainable communities. It isapproach that promotes self- reliance, builds
capacity, ensures affordability and equity, andserees the environment for current and future
generationg*® Another example is the Saint Lucia Housing AssistaRrogramme. Funded by the
Government of Saint Lucia and the European Unids phogramme provides assistance to needy and
indigent individuals who live in deplorable housingnditions. Special consideration is given to the
elderly, persons with disability and householdshwibung children, as well as households affected by
natural disasters and fires.

2 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and tlagin. America and the Caribbean Region of the WBddk
(2007)ibid

>3 http://www.state.gov/p/wha/rls/fs/2012/201417 .acessed on February 25 2013.

> http://www.thestkittsnevisobserver.com/2012/11/B8iaesults.htmAccessed on February 25 2013.

> H.E. Ambassador Raymond Wolfe, Permanent reprateatof Jamaica to the United Nations, On beh&lfie
Caribbean Community (CARICOM). At the open debatehe United Nations Security Council FHreats to
international peace and security: Securing bordegsinst illicit flows. Wednesday, 25 April 2012

% Excerpt from the speech delivered by Dr. the Hoable, Roodal Moonilal, Minister of Housing and the
Environment at the launch of the Ministry’s Neighbioood Upgrade Programme on Friday Octobdl 2811.




26

() In order to address the increase in non-comoalné diseases, which are mainly life
style related a declaration committing the CARIC®dads of Government to collective action to stop
the epidemic of Chronic Non-Communicable Diseasess vadopted. The Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) is giving its support to thenitoring and evaluation of the Declaration. Therai
general shift in the region towards preventive paogmes and health style -related education.

(V) The Sport for Life! uses the power of sportingpire children and young people who
need personal development support outside schowolale a success of their lives. It combines sport,
education and healthy lifestyle training in a stowed programme delivered by qualified teachers and
coaches. The programme is based at the principalssgtadiums in the countries where it operatét, w
outreach to local schools and communities. It targehildren from poorer backgrounds who are
underperforming at school. Sport for Life! is aetivn Barbados, Saint Lucia, St.Vincent and the
Grenadines and Trinidad and Tob&go.

In terms of the thematic areas of the MSI, somehef ongoing work at the regional level
includes:

(@) An on-going collaborative climate modelling atf by the Institute of Meteorology of
Cuba, the Caribbean Community Climate Change Ceartk Mona and Cave Hill Campuses of the
University of the West Indies has modelled preefpin and temperature for the Caribbean. This
initiative has resulted in the publication of pigd temperature and precipitation estimates tlyereb
enabling Caribbean SIDS to plan for adaptatiorat@ mitigation against, climate change. The agwit
of the Water Centre for the Humid Tropics of Latimerica and the Caribbean have complemented this
work for the Dominican Republic (and Mesoamericg)assessing the vulnerability of ecosystems and
their constituent species to climate change. Theeealso new opportunities for climate researcthin
subregion through the Coordinated Regional Clinizdg/nscaling Experiment (CORDEX), which was
initiated in 2010 and is expected to generate ned raore abundant information for climate change
projections and planning. Building climate modaedlicapacity across the subregion will help raise
awareness and enhance the ability of States tadmrsdaptation and mitigation options with a view
effective policy development and strategic actidigned with the Climate Change Convention and
Caribbean challenges.

(b) As part of their climate change mitigation ef§p Caribbean SIDS have focused on
increased efficiency in the energy and transpartose and have worked on national awareness-bugildin
and incorporated several new initiatives utiliziignewable energy technologies. In addition, Cadbhbe
SIDS have targeted both supply- and demand-sidesumes for energy mitigation, such as energy
conservation and efficiency, cogeneration, modation of thermoelectric utilities, improvement of
transport infrastructure, enhancement of energycieffcy in lighting and air conditioning and
implementation of demand-side management programimeke transport sector, Caribbean SIDS have
attempted mitigation through the introduction ofeattic or compressed natural gas vehicles,
encouragement for early adoption of hybrid vehieled the introduction of vehicle emissions stanslard
These efforts will not only improve transport seatfficiency but will also create positive spillogefor
other policy goals, such as reducing local pollutienergy costs and traffic congestion. Despite thes
contributions to global greenhouse gas emissiodstla® efforts they are making to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, Caribbean SIDS face challengesaptiag clean energy technologies. An increase in
energy consumption resulted in carbon dioxide epmssincreasing by an annual average of 3.0%
between 1990 and 2008

>’ http://www.sport-for-life.org/caribbeanAccessed on February 28 2013
% ECLAC calculation based on carbon dioxide emissidata from the Millennium Development Goals Inthes:
database, [online] http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/af [date of reference: December 2011].
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(© The Water, Climate and Development ProgrammAQWEP) for the Caribbean which
has been designed to promote water security amatel resilience in Caribbean states as a keygbart
sustainable regional and national developmentdonemic growth and human security. The Programme
will span 42 months from October 2012 to March 20T8he overall objectivef the Programme is to
support adaptation of Caribbean states to climatability and change through the implementation of
better water policies, strategies, programmes a@terwrelated adaptation actions defined in the

CARICOM Implementation Plan for Achieving Developm&esilient to Climate Change.

(d) The
Strategy (CCS) to serve as a guiding instrumenséaiting up IDB

IDB has established the Climate Change

support for actions to mitigate and adapt to claratange within the
Caribbean. Leveraging the IDB'’s institutional sgdrs and its
unique advantages, the CCS will promote the dewvedop and use
of a range of public and private sector financiatl anonfinancial
instruments for strengthening the institutionalchig@cal, and
financial capacity to address climate change chgéls.

(e) In 2008, the Caribbean Challenge Initiative [CC
was launched by a set of governments, as an éff@rovide greater
leadership, and to chart a new course for protgcimd sustainably,
managing the marine and coastal environment athes€aribbean.
The CCI so far involves eight island nations, nambe Bahamas,

“In Guyana, our track record in
fulfilling the 19 priority areas as
outlined in the Barbados
Programme of Action (BOPA), as
well as the Mauritius Strategy of
Implementation (MSI)... I am
quite sure that all of us will be
comforted in the fact that we
have made substantial
advancement in nearly all the
areas, and whilst not blowing

our own trumpet, [ think if we
compare even some of the better
off states, notwithstanding the

Dominican Republic, Jamaica, St. Vincent and then@dines, Saint
Lucia, Grenada, Antigua and Barbuda as well astSsits and
Nevis. Five countries have made formal commitmeatprotect at

least 20% of the near-shore marine and coastalatsltiy 2020. All fact that ‘we may all be
. . . . . . N ) vulnerable, we would have
eight countries are patrticipating in the Caribb&awdiversity Fund el epecEiens e

that will provide sustainable financing for theiational protected perhaps our own capacities,”

areas. Since its launch in 2007, there has begrifisant progress Robert Persaud, Minister of
on advancing biodiversity conservation in all eigbtintries. Recent Natural Resources and the
highlights include advancements in sustainable nftiveg, with Environment, Guyana

US$32 million already pledged to date to capitalize Caribbean

Biodiversity Fund that will was recently launched. Source: ~ Guyana  Government

Information Agency

() The member States of the Caribbean Disas

Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) now have a in
flood risk reduction system which can contributeptotecting the

lives and property of people at the community leWéle system has been developed under the Caribbean
Disaster Management Project Phase 2 (CADM2). GAPM2 was implemented from January 2009 to
June 2012 by the CDEMA Coordinating Unit (CU), iallaboration with the Caribbean Institute of
Meteorology and Hydrology (CIMH), the University thfe West Indies, the University of Guyana and the
respective governments of Belize, Dominica, Gren&layana and Saint Lucia in which pilot projects
were undertaken.

(9) The Caribbean Disaster and Emergency Managefgency has done much work in
instituting model Comprehensive Disaster ManagenRatlicies and Strategies. Countries now have to
adapt these model policies, legislation and strasggto national instruments. The British Virdggtands
has very successfully formulated and continuesmplément these national frameworks, including
sourcing funds. Nevertheless as is common thrauigthe Caribbean the emphasis still continues to be
on post disaster activities; it is only recentlgttisountries have begun embarking on pre-disasterea
based on disaster risk reduction and disastemmeskagement. Examples are the Caribbean Catastrophe

uc
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Risk Insurance Facility. The CCRIF now has 3 paogmes: Scholarships; regional ‘strategic’
knowledge-building; and support to small disasiek management projects and programmes being
implemented at the community level. The CaribbBanelopment Bank has also established a facility
for providing grants to communities for disastetigaition and climate change adaptation.

(h) The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Managemenh@géCDEMA) is implementing
phase Il of the project on “Mainstreaming Climatika@ge in Disaster Management in the Caribbean”.
The CCDM-II Project continues the work of Phasa proactively addressing the threat climate change
poses to the sustainable development of CARICOMeStdt seeks to strengthen the capacity at the
national level for integration of climate changepition and disaster risk reduction as well aslbgv
and promote climate smarting of community disasteanagement programmes.

The examples provided above and other availabke stadw substantial achievements in policy
formulation in the Caribbean, with an impressivenga of documents created in response to the
international environmental agenda, as well as gbeial dimensions covered in the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), such as poverty redoctalucation, health and labour matters. Further,
over the BPOA implementation period there have tsgnificant changes in the perception of countries
about the role of the environment in sustainableeigment. Many countries have developed a
comprehensive set of plans and strategies in wisishes related to the Mauritius Strategy, namely
economic, social and environmental dimensionsygiedlly well integrated.

Policy changes have been further demonstratetlérintegration of emerging issues related to
climate change and sea level rise, renewable enéogyl security, health (HIV/AIDS), sustainable
tourism into national development strategies. Befiar example, has also taken a holistic approach t
sustainable development through a National Povglityination Strategy and Action Plan. Fiscal and
monetary policies have also been adjusted in regeas to respond to the global economic crisis.

Some Caribbean SIDS have also embraced majorypstiidts, adopting various approaches to
transform their economies into green economies. é&ample, Dominica is using the concept of
transformation into an Environmentally Sound Orgatsland; while in Guyana, the emphasis is on
implementing a Low Carbon Development Strategy, andBarbados focus is being placed on the
transformation into a Green Economy.

The knowledge management process in the Cariblseawolving and systems built on a modern
information and communications technology infrastinwe, continue to be pursued for mitigating the
effects of limited capacity, isolation and remothef Caribbean SIDS. E-governance initiatives were
reported from Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenaohd Saint Kitts and Nevis. Another noteworthy
regional ICT initiative is the establishment of aribbean Knowledge and Learning Network (CKLN)
whose main objective is to enhance the competi@genof Caribbean countries by upgrading and
diversifying skills and knowledge through increasedional collaboration and use of ICT to connect
citizens. However, there is still a paucity of gomaality data and limited documentation of adequate
metadata to facilitate the empirical analyses i planning and systematic monitoring of government
initiatives and programmes.

Efforts to address these data and information geghsde various regional initiatives, such as the
multi-donor initiative, ‘Support to poverty assegsthand reduction in the Caribbean’ (SPARC), and an
ECLAC sub regional project that provides techn&ssistance to the subregion to enhance monitoring
and reporting capacities on Millennium Developm@ptls and other internationally agreed development
goals. The various reviews also indicate that debrtical capabilities to monitor environmental dp@at
scales appropriate for small islands have imprayedtly. However, effective knowledge-sharingtit s
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hampered by cultural and social barriers, includimg multicultural and multilingual diversity in @
Caribbean SIDS.

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIP@3sisted Caribbean member States in
developing a harmonized framework for the protectf traditional knowledge, folklore, genetic
resources, indigenous culture and national heritaldes was executed as part of policy action
recommendations reflected in Article 66 of the Redi Treaty of Chaguaramas

All countries continue to participate actively aondeport on the Rio Conventions. Countries are
involved in preparing the second or third NatioBaimmunications; National Biodiversity Strategiesl an
Action Plans and various iterations of the natioBaddiversity Reports. The Partnership Initiative i
Sustainable Land Management implemented by thékisain Network for Integrated Rural Development
is implementing SLM projects in 2 countries: Int@gd Agro-forestry and Sustainable Land-use
Management in a Mayan Community in Belize; and \8tcent’s rural women’s agri-practitioner’s
project.

Five of the OECS countries are implementing the @&¥ld Bank/TNC financed Sustainable
Financing and Management of Eastern Caribbean MaBoosystem Project. The objective of the
Sustainable Financing and Management of Easterblé&an Marine Ecosystem Project is to contribute
to enhancing the long-term sustainability of prtedcareas networks in the Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS) Countries, by: (i) estaiblis sustainable financing mechanisms; (ii)
strengthening marine protected area networks; @éihdéploying a regional monitoring and informatio
system for protected area networks. The CariblBmdliversity Fund has been established with
financing provided by GEF and KfW, @erman development bank. Participating countries adso
establishing National Conservation Trust Funds fioancing parks and protected areas in their
jurisdictions.Many other projects supported by Convention Segettaand the GEF that were reported
in the MSI+5 Regional Synthesis continue to be engnted.

The infrastructure for the governance and manageroé sustainable development in the
Caribbean subregion has been largely embeddedvirmemental law. Caribbean countries have made
significant progress in establishing comprehengpaticy, institutional and legal frameworks for
sustainable development, although these vary widetgss countries. As active participants in thénma
environmental treaties and conventions, thesenatemal instruments dealing with the environment,
represent a form of “soft” law, and play a vitalemot only in supranational governance, but afsthe
development of domestic environmental policy ang. Ie must be noted though that the provisions of
many of these international agreements have not lo@eorporated in many of the local laws and
therefore have no legal applicability in Caribb@amsdictions.

New legislation in support of the sustainable d@wment agenda has been proposed in some
countries ranging from a Climate Change Act, an ilBmnmental Management Act, a Disaster
Management Act, Physical Planning and Development #&nd the general inclusion of the Precautionary
Principle in local legislation. The implementatiohthese new pieces of legislation will go a longywn
addressing the issue of outdated laws.

From a regional standpoint, the legal context hiclw some of the Caribbean SIDS that are also
member States of the Caribbean Community operagdso changing, as a result of the incorporation o
the key tenets of the Revised Treaty of Chaguarasiblishing The Caribbean Community inclusive of

* WIPO (World Intellectual Property OrganizationRegional Expert Meeting on the Establishment ofailibean
Framework for the Protection of Traditional Knowded Folklore/Traditional Cultural Expressions andnétic
Resources” (2008), Jamaica.
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the CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME) irtteit national legislation and the jurisdiction of
the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ).

The United States Agency for International Devalept has assisted the OECS Secretariat with
interventions in disaster risk management, biodityermanagement, and to facilitate the transitién o
selected Member States to open trade, and to etfableountries to compete more successfully and be
more sustainable in the global economy. Similatg, Canadian International Development Agency has,
among other things, provided assistance for capdetvelopment for environmental management in the
OECS subregion. The CARICOM Secretariat continugsrdceive assistance from the European
Commission and a number of governments (such as Spance, Brazil and Mexico), to undertake a
number of regional sustainable development initeesti

Much of the funding for sustainable developmeittatives in the subregion often takes place in
the context of UN programmes, especially GlobaliEemment Facility (GEF) programmes. The German
Agency for Technical Cooperation (GlZ) is activedypporting initiatives in renewable energy. The
United Nations Department of Economic and Sociafaitd (UNDESA) has focused efforts in
programmes for the promotion of tools for self-empoment by civil society partners in the governance
process.
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C. CHALLENGES FACED BY CARIBBEAN SIDS
IN IMPLEMENTING THE BPOA AND MSI

Further to the eight8 NARs that have been recetivathte, the most recent review of the implemeonati

of the BPOA and the MSI in the Caribbean was umdtert in 2010. The report from this review
documents that the rate of implementation of thd MfS been slow, and that Caribbean SIDS in general
continue to face a number of constraints suchnaiseld technical, financial and human resourcesyels

as the impact of exogenous factors, particularly ghobal financial crisis. However, despite thige th
Caribbean countries continue to show progress @t the national and regional levels where there has
been increased institutional capacity for carryoog policy reforms and in formulating and implemegt
appropriate strategies and action plans. It shbaldecognized that this progress was achievedapitym
through the efforts of the Caribbean SIDS themselweith support from international development
partners and intergovernmental regional organimatiand non-governmental organizations, and the
international financial institutioi% Barbados, for instance has browed quite subatignfrom the
IADB to finance a project in coastal resources nganaent, water and sanitation upgrade, and for
sustainable energy. Similarly Guyana has borroin@d IADB and the China Development Bank for the
construction of a new 165MW hydroelectric facilidy the Amaila Falls. Capital is also available in
Trinidad & Tobago to invest in renewable energyjgxts in other Caribbean territories.

In the aforementioned survey that was undertakeB®LAC in 2010 to determine the status of
implementation of the MSI about 50% of the coumstribat responded indicated they are fairly well
poised to do so and approximately 37% sated thest dould do this with minimum succéds.Given
existing trends, there is no reason to believe tiate have been any major changes in the intergeni
three years. It is also fair to say that all coigstin the Caribbean subregion are facing diffiesltin
sourcing the necessary financial and technical urees to implement the MSI or their national
sustainable development strategies. Additionalfy,Jamaica states in its NRA the pursuit of the DG
has been an additional burden on the public semtdr has served to shift the focus away from the
implementation of the BPOA and the MSI. This burdes increased substantially as a result of the
present poor fiscal and economic environment irstiiegion.

In 2010 countries also identified other challentjed were being encountered and all indications
are that they are still proving to be challengesriplementing the MSI. These include: unemployment
(Antigua and Barbuda), poverty (Dominica, Saintt&&nd Nevis, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines)
and crime (Trinidad and Tobago) as the main satiallenges, with crime (Antigua and Barbuda, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, and St. Vincent and the Grenadingsuth unemployment (Dominica), education for
employment (Grenada) and high food prices (Trinidad Tobago), as being the secondary causes of
concern.

Compounding the challenges identified above, iapparent that every Caribbean nation will
continue to see:

@) Falling remittances from nationals overseas;

(b) Graduation to middle-income status;

(© A significant decline in tourism/visitor arrik&a

(d) A fall off in overseas investment;

(e) Increasing levels of unemployment in key sextocluding construction and tourism;

0 Five Year Review of the MSI in the Caribbean (MS#ECLAC. LC/CAR/L258.
1 1bid
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Falling tax revenues;

() Difficulties in raising money on internationalarkets to cover the day to day operations
of Government; and

(9) Budgetary pressure related to the cost of delig policies intended to mitigate the
worst effects of the recession and/or stimulatarfueconomic growth.

Furthermore, an ECLAC Repffistates that according to the Caribbean Human Dprent
Report, significant strides have been made in hudeelopment in the Caribbean particularly in Healt
and education. There have been marked increaskfe iexpectancy and a marked decline in infant
mortality across most of the countries of the sgiom since the 1960s. However, according to theldVor
Bank, the Caribbean has undergone demographic qidenaiological transitions, whereby life
expectancy has increased and as a result is ge#in demands on health systems. Creating additiona
demands on these health systems is the increas®nrcommunicable diseases (NCDs) such as
cardiovascular diseases and diabetes.

Addressing the pressing problems identified abswveade more difficult by:

(a) The continuing longer-term challenges beingeeiemced in almost every single sector of
the Caribbean economy.

(b) Slow progress towards the creation of a vigtdeibbean Single Market and Economy.

(©) A decline in international interest in the sedion by its traditional partners in
development.

(d) Growth across the subregion in crime, violeaed narcotics trafficking.

(e) Citizen insecurity resulting from predatorynees, drug crimes or gender based violence.
Crime, violence and conflict instill fear and artyieabout personal security and hinder economic
development by making the subregion unattractivénfeestment.

1. Some specifics of the challenges of the BPOA and M SI implementation in the Caribbean

Moving to the specifics of the BPOA and MSI implertagion in the Caribbean, it is noted that the
comparison of the BPOA and MSI thematic areas byRICXOM countries is very revealing. All
countries reported implementation of the first 8ntlatic areas. All of these areas have been wadity
classified as environmental issues. The high ssccate in implementation of projects covering ¢hes
issues is a result of the availability of fundsotigh the Convention Secretariats and other extéunds.
Nevertheless there are still some gaps; the exbetpt® presents a synopsis of the key gaps that exist in
the implementation of the MSI.

i) Climate change and sea level rise

In general, countries have ratified the Kyoto PcotoSome of the challenges in so doing includé& lafc
political will, lack of awareness of the benefitstbe Protocol, technical constraints in preparatod
annual reports to the Protocol Secretariat andnéii@ constraints in meeting commitments. The
necessary national legislation still needs to bacwd to ensure execution of the requirements @f th

%2 UNECLAC (2013) Caribbean Forum: shaping a sushiédevelopment agenda to address the Caribbetiy rea
in the twenty-first century. LC/CAR/L.400
% Five Year Review of the MSI in the Caribbean (MS#ECLAC. LC/CAR/L258.
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Protocol. Additional concerns are the sustaingbdit actions within the context of climate changece
funding is usually obtained from external sources.

Adaptation has been taking place in the Cariblmdmwegion on a local scale througt hoc
individual action. There needs to be a coordinatggroach to adaptation if the subregion is toebett
prepare itself for the vagaries of climate charigee need for technology transfer and environmentall
sound technologies has been recognized as ciitiealerting the threat of climate change throughbat
UNFCCC process.

i) Natural and environmental disasters

Environmental vulnerability is also a fundamentatiable when planning the sustainable development o
the subregion. Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Redoatito development policy is needed and increased
awareness of the value of disaster risk reducticough mitigation and adaptation.

iii) M anagement of wastes

The factors that have driven solid waste managermetiie Caribbean are: social factors (health and
aesthetics); environmental factors (air and wateility); and Economic factofaminimize losses

from flooding, health care costs, land degradagitm ; improve marketability of countries for taamif**
Despite the progress in solid waste collection ye countries, other countries in the region aite st
struggling with the collection and disposal of dolaste especially from rural communities. In &ddi
liquid waste management still remains problematioughout the Caribbean with the exception of
Barbados which is presently embarked on a projeth, financing obtained from the IADB, elements of
which will include improvement of waste water sees; modernizing the institutional settings for the
sanitation sector; and the preparation of a wastemreatment action pl&n

The need to formulate an agreement on a regignaloach to waste management has been
articulated by Caribbean SIDS as one of the chgdlerio waste management in the region. Of particula
importance is the naming of a lead agency to caatd activities. Other constraints aneter alia:
identifying cost-effective and environmentally sdumaste management systems; exploring and engaging
in innovative forms of financing of waste managetriafrastructure; and promoting reduction, reuseé an
recycling of waste and waste management initiatives

iv) Coastal and marine resour ces

All countries are cognizant of the degradationhit coastal and marine resources and marine resour
and are keenly aware of the impact of climate chaanyd sea level rise on these resources. To this en
each country is undertaking a number of activitesnitigate further degradation of the coastal and
marine resources. The Commonwealth of Dominicagl@xer the past few years constructed sea walls
with funding made available from the CDB and othiateral sources.

The entire coastal zone in Guyana lies below sealland is protected by 370 km of sea
defences, 80km of which are defensive structures tAnge from earthen banks to concrete walls.
Guyana has developed a Sea and River Defence Palligh calls for alternative solutiornts the
traditional 'hard structures'. This includes th&taeation of mangroves for effective flood defermed to
protect environmental resources.

%4 Clauzel, Shermaine (2012) Solid Waste Managenmetiitei Region: Challenges and Lessons. Presentad ét
Biannual Environmental Forum and Exhibition. Sttt&and Nevis
% Barbados National Assessment RepdttEdition
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Despite activities taking place in a number of¢bantries there are still a number of outstanding
actions, which includanter alia: Completion of the delimitation of maritime boumigs; assessment of
living and non-living seabed resources within naigurisdictions; analysis and assessment of tdites
of fish stocks; and establishment of effective nmiig, reporting and enforcement and control of
fishing vessels especially as flag States to addmeseported and unregulated fishing.

Also, monitoring of coastal waters and use of nargsources especially in support of tourism is
needed. Furthermore, attention needs to be pattetapplication of preventative, precautionary and
anticipatory approaches to avoid degradation ohth&ne environment.

V) Freshwater resources

The Caribbean region experiences distinct rairffait and dry) seasons where the dry season generall
occurs from January to March during the northemmibphere winter. Drought in the Caribbean is one of
the most frequently occurring natural hazards Wwitkth economic and social effects which were fett an
documented in the drought of 2009-20For the latter part of 2012, the region receifzetbw normal
rainfall which meant that going into the dry seasoranuary 2013 there was already a deficit in the
stored water content compared to other years.

Since the start of 2013, drought has been detlareSaint Lucisand Jamaicavith warnings
being issued in other territories. There are magdermalize_drought policiethroughout the region and
measures such as rainwater harvesting are beirmyeged as well as being considered for legislaton
assist in alleviating the pressures on water sapphnd to reduce the effects of droughts in theivme
to long term.

Demand for water in the tourism and agriculturet@es as well as flooding, salt water intrusion
and poor drainage as a result of changes in clitmate resulted in significant competition for altion
of scarce water supplies. Thus major challengedsdarriers to fresh water resources managemehein
Caribbean are access to financial resources foastrtictural development; access to technologiés an
technical expertise; and changing cultural peroggtof water as a free public good.

Vi) Land resour ces

Land degradation, in the Caribbean, caused by laoal management practices such as slash and burn
agriculture, uncontrolled livestock grazing on flagands, poor road construction and unplanned or
poorly planned settlements in landslide-prone afsasf great concern. This presents challenges in
maintaining food security, in servicing the tourigmdustry and in preserving the health of terraktind
coastal ecosystems that on small islands are pkatig vulnerable.

Among the problems identified for the slow progrésdeveloping National Action Plans (NAP)
as required under the UNCCD, is the lack of deditdfinancial and technical resources; multiple
responsibilities of the national technical focalints; dispersed information; and lack of specialise
equipment for data handling. Countries have algwessed concern about the NAP being a central and
integral part of a broader process of formulatimgional policies. Caribbean SIDS consider that the
development and implementation of an Integratedariral Strategy must necessarily be part of the
alignment process.
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vii) Energy resources

An assessment of the evolving energy context inGagbbean identifies a reliance on fossil fueld an
limited capacity within governments, the privatectse or civil society to fully assess the economic,
environmental and social costs and benefits obdifit energy policies, options and mixes affecting
subregion’s ability to move to a more sustainalvlergy future. Nevertheless, as already described i
Section I, there are a growing number of countimethe region who are involved in renewable energy
initiatives. The remaining challenges then concaotess to new technologies and financing for
implementing new strategies and technologies aiatedducing the region’s dependence on fossil fuels
and managing the inherent risks as a result ofdépéndency.

viii)  Tourism resources

The Caribbean is one of the premier tourist desitina in the world. Tourism is a key industry ireth
Caribbean with around 35 million visitors per ydacluding cruise passengers) and its linkages with
other services and sectors increase its importéorcéhe regional economy. However, tourism faces
serious constraints that could affect the real fisnef tourism development in the region. The Ghean
has a low competitive ability on the internatiotairism markets as showed by the WTTC'’s competitive
index analysis; moreover it has developed a masssta industry extremely focused on its sea
attractions (sea-sand-sun tourism) and based oalltheclusive supply system that, in general, does
involve local communities and has limited benefitsnational economies. From an institutional paifit
view, the Caribbean region has developed impoipatity frameworks as well as national and regional
tourism organizations (CTO, CHA, etc.) that inflaerthe tourism development of the area. Thesegubli
private institutions are committed to promotingtaisable tourism development, but because of the lo
levels of understanding among policy makers aboutigm mechanisms, and especially its role in
community-development and poverty reduction, tlediort seems limited compared to the real tourism
potentialities of the region. This situation is alaffecting the ability of policy makers to promote
sustainable tourism development in the presenetnagiotiations (GATS, EPAs, etc.).

In addition, changes in the travel patterns, misrkand traveler motivations have brought
considerable growth and dramatic change to theegidm's tourism sector. Over the last decade, &ruis
ship tourism has shown high and steady rates aftgralthough growth rates in cruise ship visitor
arrivals in individual ports can and have been mondre erratic. Also, preliminary results of economi
assessments of the tourism sector in the Bahanaalsa8os, Montserrat and Saint Lucia have shown that
revenue from this industry is declining. Therehierefore need to diversify the tourism product ppgh
through investment in the creative and culturaustdes sector. Nevertheless other importantism
destinations such as Cuba and the Dominican Republic have inctieeisedurist arrivals

iX) Biodiver sity resour ces

Caribbean ecosystems are characterized by high ohtspecies endemicity which is being threatened b
alien invasive species that are at times, accitlgmtéroduced and which proliferate and in turopgpete
with and threaten native species. Strategies nebd teveloped to address the introduction anchdpre
such species. Some countries have developedNh&mnal Invasive Species Strategies but do nok hav
the funds to implement the actions contained irsthetegies.

X) Social Vulnerabilities
Additional challenges that continue to stifle thegress of implementation of the BPOA and the M8l a

the social vulnerabilities faced by the region. illa#an nations are amongst those most at risk from
natural disasters and global climate change. Tlag lalso experienced far-reaching social changfaein
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last decade that has reshaped patterns of vulligrabdRecent moves towards democratization,
privatization, and participatory development mayé&eed social capital and allowed civil society t
reduce grassroots vulnerability. On the other harlgkn growth, modernisation, and the decline otigr
leisure activities may have contributed to sodiafjfnentatiori®

Since 1992, significant progress has been obsearvéde Caribbean with regard to access to
drinking water, sanitation and energy, in mortaligtes and in nutrition and limited food security,
although some of those gains have been cancelledyothe recent global crises. Increasingly large
numbers of people live in slums, and health systemain fragmented and are challenged in keeping up
with epidemiological and demographic trends. Thesea of these social vulnerabilities in the Cardbe
can be summarisethter alia, as follows:

(a) The negative fallouts of the global financial sishave resulted in increased unemployment,

decline in real wagé&$and an increase in the number of vulnerable perand communities
with a resultant increase in poverty and a dedtireonsumptiof? in poor households.

(b) Involvement in crime and violence among Caribbeantly is linked with high levels of

(c)

(d)

youth unemployment, poor educational opportuniti@sgd feelings of voicelessness and
exclusion from national and regional governance@sses. Overall, youth crime is costing
CARICOM countries between 2.8% and 4% of GDP aripuial terms of direct expenditure
on fighting crime and in lost revenues due to yomitarceration and declines in tourism
revenues.

At the same time, increased youth involvement ialerice has contributed to popular
perceptions of growing insecurity in the Caribbeaihe feelings of insecurity among

Caribbean citizens on account of youth violenceehstemmed from inadequate attention to
youth development and youth empowerment, whichimagased the risk of youth offences
and victimizatiod".

Impact of degraded ecosystéfsontinues to undermine food production and thélatvidity

of clean water, hence threatening human health, lietihoods. In the Caribbean, land
degradation caused by poor land management practiceh as slash and burn agriculture,
uncontrolled livestock grazing on fragile lands,op@oad construction and unplanned or
poorly planned settlements in landslide-prone ai®a$ great concern. Evidence also shows
that the use of pesticides during the era of intensionocrop agriculture has contributed to
land degradation in the Caribbean. Every year draohounts of valuable top-soil is eroded

away and washed into rivers and out to sea duragyhrains. Over time, the productivity of

% http://www.eldis.org/id21ext/5ampl.htrAccessed on February 28 2013.

®“Given the strong linkages of the region with the &i8l Europe, the effects of the crisis throughdaicgon in the
demand for Caribbean exports, the deceleratiohefriflow of remittances and the slowdown in FDheeated a
growth contraction of approximately 0.2 percenttf@ entire Caribbean region.

® The crisis has threatened the positive trend ipleyment of recent years for men and women in #mwise
sector (tourism, finance, telecommunications) aasl flarther exacerbated the declining employmemdastry and
agriculture

% Based on a model of household consumption seitgitivith respect to GDP growth, it was estimatedtth
household consumption contracted by 6.2 perce20@® in the English Speaking Caribbean countries i@sult of
the global financial crisis.

O UNDP (2012) Caribbean Human Development Reportmatudevelopment and the Shift to Better Citizen

"L UNDP (2012)bid Chapter 2, “Youth Violence: Reducing Risk and Ertiag Resilience”

2 Caused by climate change, environmental deg@matncreasing human population and demand fotefini
resources, especially within limited land masse€afibbean SIDS
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land for agriculture is lost, as is the productivif coral reefs as they become blanketed by
silt. In both cases this presents challenges imtaming food security. Siltation of rivers
(caused by build-up of eroded soil in the roventi®s) increases the flood-risk in low-lying
areas with potential for loss to life and property.

(e) Due in part to its geography the Caribbean is fagehl the daily challenge of securing large,
porous and remote sea and land borders againsli¢iteflows of guns and ammunition,
illegal drugs, the trafficking of persons and tHiit flows of money and equipment that
could also be used to commit acts of terror, in tbgion or elsewhere. These illegal
activities weaken the rule of law and deprive thates of vital revenue. In some of the
Caribbean jurisdictions, overcrowded urban slumiagued by deep poverty, limited
economic opportunities and the weakness of govamhmestitutions breed armed groups and
remain a source of broader instability.

() Rapid urbanisation, decline in rural livelihoodsydathe growth of unplanned human
settlementS have increased the exposure of more persons, iabpéc vulnerable groups
and communities to hazard events. Poverty isfalsing people in the Caribbean to live on
dangerous, marginal sites and in poorly built heus®vercrowding, subdivision and other
conversions of dwellings, lack of amenities andedetation of buildings are common
characteristics of such settlements.

(g) The Caribbean has the highest prevalence of chidmicCommunicable Diseases (NCDs) in
the Americas, with heart disease and cancer bémdetding causes of death among males
and females. Diabetes ranks number five among naaldsnumber three among femafes
These diseasEscause premature loss of life, productivity lossl apiralling health care
costs. In addition, lagging health care infrasutef, inadequate training and prevention
practices, coupled with a lack of equipment leavanyn non-communicable diseases
undiagnosed and untreated. High costs of health @ad lack of easy access in rural areas
(due in some cases to poor infrastructure and tdckansportation) also exacerbates the
health problems in the Caribbean. In additiothalgh the research task of assessing the
actual and potential health impacts of climate ¢geais still lagging in the Caribbean, note is
made of an increased incidence of dengue fevernaadria. Some countries have also
reported an increase in leptospirosis as a restitiading and heavy rainfall.

(h) Regional and international migration is having dfe@ on human development in the
Caribbean. Caribbean peoples have migrated boghnmity and externally for decades in
search of better economic opportunities leadinth&oformation and structure of triangular
family links. Recent literature on Caribbean kimpshas reversed the image of the Caribbean
family unit as one of fragmentation, breakdown dgsfunction by highlighting functioning

3 Bad location, lack of regulations in land uselsidle and coastal settlements, no risk manageraayailability
of low cost insurance mechanisms, and poor houstiogk, lack of compliance with building codes atahdards,
lack of capacity in the informal construction sectnd dearth of ingenuity among architects andrerags to offer
low cost, aesthetically pleasing and safe housesigths suitable for Caribbean SIDS.

" http://www.caribbeannewsnow.com/headline-Unitingstop-chronic-non-communicable-diseases---CARICOM-
leads-the-charge-7862.htitcessed on February 22 2013.

S Many of which are linked to poor diet and nutritie.g obesity amongst young children

76 Nevertheless mention must be made of the Cuban exception. Cuba's health system, which implements
several programs to improve the quality of life of the people, is based on state-of-the-art technology and
methods created by local institutions

" http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20813388cessed on February 28 2013.
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and supportive extended family networks despitédessial and geographical separaffon
“viewed from the perspective of interdependentdigds the Caribbean family emerges as a
transnational institution, powerful and resilientlie Caribbean transnational family has been
described as one of the most effective functiodargily units brought about as a result of
migration’® Migrant parents in the host countries perform liheadwinner role, while the
nurturing of children is carried out by extendedhilg members such as grandmothers or
other relatives with whom children reside, untiéyhare reunited with their parent(s). These
features are deemed the positive elements of riograthere are, however, also some
negative outcomes, which serve as a threat toisabta development. All of these changing
aspects of human development impact on the secofityitizens and this is particularly
pertinent to the Caribbean.

(i) Citizen security in the Caribbean is also impadigdocial violence, defined as the violence
of citizens against other citizéfisJamaica, for example is considered among thehge
most violent countries in the world, a situatioattts replicated through the Caribbean. “This
violence may be associated with predatory crimasg drimes or with conflicts”... such as
gang violence in communities. “The state is alsoarce of insecurity, but this is due mainly
to the use of perverse methods to mange crimiraénte® which often borders on the
violation of human rights.

Xi) Other Challenges

Other pertinent challenges stem from differencesustainable development objectives as they rédate
linking environment to the traditional economic amtcial development paradigm. Sustainable
development is indeed a cross cutting issue thatldhconsider all economic, environmental and docia
dimensions before making development decisionssé ldfferent rationales tend to create obstacles fo
achieving convergent development objectives angktay often resulting in weakened political wilr fo
participatory decision-making.

When considered in the context of internationalglmbal governance institutions as a whole,
including the UN system and International Finandiadtitutions (IFIs), the environmental pillar is
generally weak in authority, priority and profiledacapacity relative to the economic pillar (althbu
some governments and stakeholders dispute thisemtion). Competition between economic
development and environment is well evidenced $patiities in government priorities, for examplethwi
tourism tending to be given a higher priority thamvironment. Also the social agenda has traditlgnal
been less of a priority although that is now chaggi

Substantial engagement of all state actors inptréicipatory decision-making process will be
required in order to facilitate the alignment ofjesltives and assist in the clearer definition of
development objectives and targets.

The policy gap stems largely from the fragmentat@f sustainable development roles and
functions across sectors (ministries and ageneied)communities. Fragmentation of treaties, finagci
and overall authority for environmental and sustbla development governance has resulted in aofack

’® See UNICEF 2003.

"9 Rosina Wiltshire-Brodber. 1986. The Caribbean $national Family.

8 Harriot Anthony 2010. Citizen Security and HumagvBlopment in the Caribbean — some Thoughts: Giuptitie
Way Forward for the Preparation of the Caribbeagi®eal Human Development Report on Citizen’ segurit
Kingston.

& Ibid
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policy coherence. Further, uncoordinated approadbepolicy development result in incoherence
between sub national policy needs and nationalcypodlirection. In addition, the integration of
sustainable development into decision making aea#ls needs to be addressed, especially in tHerwi
macro-economic policy domains of finance and trade.

The three dimensions of sustainable developmead @ be more effectively integrated at the
global, regional, and national levels, hence emvitental and sustainable development policy content,
may have the tendency to be externally skewed iribBean SIDS. Moreover, the science-policy
interface remains inadequate and suffers from atddncapacity, especially at the national level.
Furthermore, the social aspect of sustainable dpusnt seems to be given the least prominent on the
policy agenda.

Instruments for revealing and sharing information enhance decision making are largely
inadequate. Where data are available they exisliffaring formats and in different locations, which
makes it problematic for decision-makers to obfafiormation on a sustained basis and at opportune
moments. This scenario also has an added impatheeffectiveness of regulation and enforcement
practices. There are also cultural issues reladeldoairding knowledge as a source of power, differen
values, and perceptions on the use of knowledge.

The integration of scientific knowledge into irgevernmental decision-making also needs to be
improved. Most existing scientific assessment tagtins, such as the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), are issue-specific andtiegbvernmental mandates. In addition, many aréas o
concern are not covered by such assessment iimgtgutor are interlinkages between issue areas.

Communicating sustainable development to the génmwpulation is also a challenge. This
involves maintaining the balance between generatifggmation for environmental and social awareness
and ensuring a substantive focus on the “grey”dssaf local and personal importance, notwithstamdin
the “green” issues that usually frame the languggobal environmental management.

In addition, monitoring the impact of public awaess is a rare activity in the Caribbean, and it is
a weakness that needs to be remedied. Withoutanallygsis, any policy initiative based on assumtion
about changes in public behaviour may have uncesffects. Addressing information challenges in
governance for sustainable development will reqthes rebuilding of existing systems and knowledge
management processes with particular focus on dinfreture, a coherent analytical framework and
specialised expertise to create regional, natiandl sub national networks for information sharimgl a
dissemination, and opportunities to support lessaming through shared knowledge.

Finally it is noted that while programmed monitgyiand evaluation are critical to assessing
progress in the implementation of the BPOA andMiig# by Caribbean SIDS, monitoring and evaluation
in the subregion remains a challenge. These ctyke were identified in the Caribbean Report for
MSI+5 and are reproduced here because there chafiaare yet to be mitigated.

(a) Inadequate data gathering and benchmarkingatalis to assess performance;
(b) An ingrained culture that is not favourableasessment;

(© Asymmetries in power between the subregiondombr countries and agencies that leads
to the monitoring and evaluation framework beingeln from outside;

(d) A shortage of financial, technical and instdoal capacity which limits the ability of
countries to respond to new issues as they arise;
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(e) Lack of clear strategies for moving from moriitg and evaluation to implementation of
changes proposed by evaluations. This leads taéianerconducting future evaluations, which aresoft
deemed pointless since they might not be acted;upon

() With respect to data gathering and indicatah& subregion needs to complete the
development of sustainable development indicatorsg¢asure and monitor performance.

Although the development of aggregate indices ptssdifficulties of weighting of indicators and
aggregation, individual indicators for key areadatirg to socio-economic and environmental
sustainability remain vital. On the institutiorstle, the challenge is to provide adequate techaiud
financial resources to undertake the periodic noomgj and evaluation of progress. To date, momitpri
and evaluation of activities are project orientad are linked to donor funding.

To lessen the impact of asymmetries in power, dagencies need to agree to partner with
Caribbean SIDS in the monitoring and evaluationcess. The costs of implementation need to be
properly addressed, as without a clearly defingdlifug mechanism some countries may be unable to
implement agreed actions under the BPOA and the. MSileenergized international commitment to
funding and capacity-building for implementationrexquired. Nevertheless, Caribbean SIDS need to
allocate their own resources, particularly to fawtivities that are vital to their development.

The Regional Implementation Matrix is a criticalngmonent for monitoring and evaluating the
BPOA and MSI. This matrix has targeted four mairaar for action: climate change, disaster
management, freshwater resources and trade, emgrtdrand development policy.

In terms of specific progress in the area of clanelhange, the Caribbean Community Climate
Change Centre (CCCCC) was established in 2005.ai®, @ draft regional climate change strategy has
been developed and the Centre is presently workinga Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting
Framework built on climate change indicators amgdts already existing at the national level.

With respect to disaster management, the CDEMAbe®s tasked to take the lead the process
and has developed a comprehensive Monitoring andlugtron Reporting Framework with the
assembling of baseline data for each of the Ppditig States in 2010.



41

D. GAPS IN IMPLEMENTING THE BPOA AND MSI

Paragraph 85 of the MSI states that in order ts®StDS in implementation of the thematic areas th
following are required:

a.

Substantially increasing the flow of financial asttier relevant resources, both public and private
and ensuring their effective use;

Improved trade opportunities;

Access to and transfer of environmentally sountrietogies on a concessional or preferential
basis as mutually agreed,;

Education and awareness realising;
Capacity-building and information for decision-madgiand scientific capabilities;

National country-driven and country-owned stragtedor sustainable development, including
poverty reduction and resilience-building.

For many Caribbean SIDS, gaps still exist in thresans of implementation. These include:

a.

o

Institutions and systems to achieve the implem&mabf BPOA objectives that are partially
effective;

The establishment of a multi-stakeholder ocean ig@arece and policy framework;

Enabling legislation and regulations to supportlengentation of the BPoA and MSI;

Systems for monitoring and evaluation of progresalenin implementation of the BPoA and
MSI. Precluding this is the need for strengthenofigsystems of data collection, collation and
analysis and sharing of data;

The knowledge base and capacities of trade andwithange negotiators, diplomatic officials
and other sectoral specialists;

An operational and appropriately-resourced regiooabrdinating mechanism (RCM) that
includes major groups to support implementatiorthef BPoA and MSI. The current RCM is
providing some support but needs to be strengtheiled the Sustainable Development Unit of
the CARICOM Secretariat is under-resourced andetherchallenged in many instances to
support the implementation of the COTED (Environthelecisions

Support for the utiilisation of environmentally smutechnologies remains limited. These include
strengthening of research institutions to promoterse and technology;

Finance and investment in support of implementatbérthe BPoA and MSI have not been
forthcoming;

Support for the development of national sustaindelelopment mechanisms in Caribbean SIDS
requires review in terms of re-establishment ofanable development councils;

Lack of fiscal policy to support sustainable depehent including greening economy and
promoting sustainable consumption and production;

Although SIDS-SIDS cooperation has been succegdfubome extent there are many lessons to
be learnt from strengthening alliances among SIDfl also in promoting south-south
cooperation;
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The social dimension of sustainable developmenbbkas an area of less focus that the economic
and environmental dimensions. The impact of sqmiagrammes on citizen security cannot be
underscored.
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E. NEW AND EMERGING ISSUES FOR THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF
CARIBBEAN SIDS

The NARs provided some information on what they sidered to be new and emerging issues.
Additional information was sought from various atldecuments, including the Summary of Conclusions
from the Caribbean Forum that was held in Bogoté,Narch 2013. In addition, speaking on behalf of
the fourteen (14) Member States of the Caribbeamr@anity (CARICOM) represented at the United
Nations during the High Level Review Meeting on thglementation of the Mauritius Strategy for the
Further Implementation of the Barbados Programmgatibn for the Sustainable Development of Small
Island Developing States on 24th September 20H)Hibnourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreigrade of Jamaica, pointed out six areas where
action will be required to empower SIDS to bridge existing gaps and thereby increase their saoihl
economic resilience, namely: development financeht sustainability; expansion and access to ¢€xpor
markets; sustainable development; climate changigation and adaptation; and strengthening of
institutional support.

1. Non Communicable Diseases

The Caribbean has the highest prevalence of chrbisic Communicable Diseases (NCDs) in the
Americas, with heart disease and cancer beingehding causes of death among males and females.
Diabetes ranks number five among males and nuntibee tamong femal&s These diseas@sause
premature loss of life, productivity loss and silimg health care costs. In addition, lagging heaare
infrastructur&®, inadequate e training and prevention practiceapled with a lack of equipment leave
many non-communicable diseases undiagnosed anehtedr High costs of health care and lack of easy
access in rural areas (due in some cases to poastiucture and lack of transportation) also exaaies

the health problems in the Caribbean. In additidthhough the research task of assessing thel arida
potential health impacts of climate change is Hiliging in the Caribbean, note is made of an as®d
incidence of dengue fever and malaria. Some crsnfrave also reported an increase in leptospiessis

a result of flooding and heavy rainfail.

The economic burdens of NCDs on Caribbean countaiee increasing exponentially with
spiralling mortality and morbidity rates. Therensed to place emphasis on the support for NCD
prevention, care and treatment with special refarea behaviour change throughout the population.

2. Sustainable exploitation and management of the Economic Exclusive Zone (Blue Economy)
and the need for national oceans gover nance mechanisms

On the subject of Oceans, Caribbean countries trad@ionally championed matters particular to SIDS
and the Caribbean Sea within the wider UN SysteNevertheless, during the Rio+20 preparatory
meetings, the Prime Minister of Barbados articdlagpecial circumstances with respect to the
management of coastal ecosystems and fisherieldid. SThe case for an integrated approach to oceans
management and governance as a means of capgatizimesources within the EEZ was also presented

8 http://www.caribbeannewsnow.com/headline-Unitingstop-chronic-non-communicable-diseases---CARICOM-
leads-the-charge-7862.htitcessed on February 22 2013.

8 Many of which are linked to poor diet and nutritie.g obesity amongst young children

84 Nevertheless mention must be made of the Cuban exception. Cuba's health system, which implements
several programs to improve the quality of life of the people, is based on state-of-the-art technology and
methods created by local institutions

8 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20813388cessed on February 28 2013.
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by Barbados during UNCSD. Given the outcomes efRin+20 pertaining to oceans Caribbean SIDS
may wish to establish national and regional coatiiiy mechanisms to pursue the development of an
Integrated Oceans Governance Policy Framework.

The programme on oceans governance should alsalicl

(@) Developing an integrated approach to addreshiminterlinked issues of oceans, climate
change, and securitthat includes provisions for ecosystem-based atiaptsstrategies through
integrated coastal and ocean management; suffittieding to support adaptation for coastal andhi$la
communities that are at the frontline of climatearye; conservation of coastal ecosystems as major
carbon sinks; and moving towards a low-carbon eggntihrough, inter alia, emissions reductions from
marine industries and the development of offshenewable energy.

(b) Enhance the capability of Caribbean SIDS) Comsand sustainably manage coastal
ecosystems as major carbon sinks ("Blue Carbomiyl, iategrate Blue Carbon into the policy and
financing processes of the UNFCCC as a major toolclimate change adaptation and mitigation
programmes in the Caribbean.

3. Impact of Global Economic Crisis on Resour ce Mobilization
and Financial Flowsto Caribbean SIDS

Openness to financial flows is significantly im@ort for Caribbean SIDS. These flows include
investment flows (portfolio and FDI), trade cred#sd flows of remittances. All of these have been
affected negatively during the current economisisriCaribbean SIDS are faced with the fact thaape
investment flows will decline as more risk avenseeistors move their funds to perceived ‘safer’ nave
Reduced portfolio flows will affect government bmming. The costs of sovereign bonds and
commercial debt as important sources of finance isen sharply. Similarly FDI is declining, adglito
their balance-of-payments constraints.

With respect to remittances there are alreadycatidins that remittance flows are declining and
the important economic sectors are being sevemghacted.

The emergence, over the past decade or so, omtamnational political order based on
unilateralism and the use of war has resulted inntarnational climate of uncertainty and a sceamari
where the international development agenda is beegshadowed by the international security agenda
focussed on terrorism.

To address the challenges facing Caribbean Sl@8sacto adequate financial resources at all
levels remain crucial to the continued implemenptaof the BPOA and the MSI as well as availabitity
and access to, appropriate current technologyrapcoived baseline and other technical information.

Caribbean SIDs are finding it increasingly difficto access concessional development finance
due to the application of criteria based solelyGIDP with reference to their actual level of devehemt,
vulnerabilities or standard of living in real ternkSnancial requirements and technical support neras
critical as ever if the implementation of the BPORMSI and MDGs are to progress further.
Implementation of the commitments related to thdseelopment frameworks will depend ultimately on
the resources that can be mobilized from both imatlesind external sources to meet the great chalteof
sustainable development in general, and capacilgibg in particular.

Overall access to and responsiveness from thelatettal financing institutions, including the
GEF, need much improvement througtiter alia, improving effectiveness of bilateral and mulelat
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development assistance, streamlining and harmanjaiocedures, indicators and reporting methods, and
by promoting coordination among donors.

4. Impact of globalization, trade liberalization and inter national tax regulations
on the competitiveness of Caribbean SIDS

In addressing this challenge there is need for:

() Appropriate restructuring and diversificatiof Garibbean economies with possible
international support in order to strengthen preéideccapacities, including the development of inidak
policies to enhance the viability of the Caribbeagxport sector;

(b) Diversification into alternative goods and seeg with possible international support;
and

(c) Collaboration with UNCTAD and UNIDO to undertakcomprehensive examination of the
impact of trade liberalization, improvement of tadfficiency, the sue of economic instruments for
sustainable development; building the capacity afitibean SIDS to facilitate coherence at the nation
level between trade, industrial policies and sustale development.

5. Impact of cyber crime on information driven economic and social sectors

Given the complexity and importance of ICT and ipatarly the Internet to conduct business and
communicate rapidly globalised environment, thereaigreat growing potential for cyber crime and
terrorism. Caribbean SIDS need to take serious abthis emerging threat and begin to developlercy
security framework for action and to support eBoat the regional level to reduce the risks of cybe
crime.

6. Impact of global cultural penetration on national social capital

The inculcation of undesirable social behaviourduding rising consumerism, crime and reduction in
healthy lifestyles is weakening social identity amdiermining national and Caribbean identity.

7. A new paradigm for building social resiliencein the Caribbean

There is now an urgent need for a new paradigmitigate the vulnerabilities that plague the Caréote
Building resilience, which involves increasing thiality of a system (social and ecological) to wtdmd
shocks and surprises and to revitalize itself,amdged, offers the prospect of a sustainable respon
Thus the new paradigm for building resilience ia @aribbean should focus on creating social cagital
the community level; developing capacities at tloenmunity and individual household levels; and
building social resilience and cohesion by creatiegundancié€s through community networks, social
safety nets, civil society organizations.

At the present time, social capital at the commyulevel in the Caribbean is somewhat weak and
most communities, in the main, are poorly organffeth addition, typically, there is an expectatiorda

8 There is more than one system of coping -- whensystem is impacted the other systems help withirnged
functioning; the greater the redundancy, the mesdient the system.

8 This being said, it is also noted that there araesgood examples of community organisations lirtketthe fight
against crime e.g neighbourhood watch schemes iibaBlas, which are organised with the assistantkeoRoyal
Barbados Police Force. It has been an avenue fibldidg solidarity within the community. There asdso
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an assumption that government (central and lo@kgg charge and responds to the people's needs
following a natural or man-made hazard. Followiagent natural disaster and climate variability ¢s’&n
that assumption has proven false resulting in datias to entire communities.

Experience from the Caribbean and elsewhere sthioatssocial resilience has to be developed
community by community. Assistance from centralinedocal government is of secondary importance.
The model of social resilience that is proposed asthuman preparedness” lens which focuses djrectl
on people and community needs and moves away fhendotctrine of independence to embracing a
culture of interdependence. Organizations and networks at thd legal can help their various
stakeholders to prepare for, adapt to, and mitifateeffects of vulnerabilities. Thus enhancingislo
resilience requires cooperation and collaboratiballostakeholders: private sector, government fjpub
sector), Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) atiter community organizations (such as faith
based organizations). It also requires the pranadf community based responses by increasing sicces
to relevant information.

8. Using cultureand cultural industriesto build Caribbean social resilience

At the heart of Caribbean social fabric is cultur€ulture shapes the Caribbean peoples identities,
aspirations and relations; it also shapes the placel landscapes they live in, and the lifestyhey t
develop. Heritage, visual and performing arts, miag music, publishing, fashion or design manifest
themselves strongly in daily life but the contribuat that cultural and creative sectors can bring to
building social resilience in the Caribbean isl stibt fully recognized. Cultural heritage, culturahd
creative industries, sustainable cultural touriang cultural infrastructure all lend themselvestastegic
tools for revenue generation, and harnessing gresteial inclusiveness and rootedness, resilience,
innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship foriviials and communities, and the use of local
resources, skills, and knowledge.

Respecting and supporting cultural expressionsriboné to strengthening the social capital of a
community and fosters trust in public institutio@ultural factors also influence lifestyles, indival
behaviour, consumption patterns, values relateginteronmental stewardship, and our interaction with
the natural environment. Local and indigenous keolge systems and environmental management
practices provide valuable insight and tools faklimg ecological challenges, preventing biodivigrsi
loss, reducing land degradation, and mitigatingettiects of climate change.

9. Crimeand citizen security

Despite the democratization process experiencéteimegion in the last 20 years, citizen secugtsels,
as well as the justice and security institution€aribbean SIDS are in crisis. Furthermore, degpi¢
structural and institutional reforms promoted bymiies in the region in order to construct govensa
mechanisms which are more transparent, horizonthldgmocratic, the justice and security institugion
are overwhelmed and confidence in them is shattered

All Caribbean SIDS are beset by high rates of dmadficking, violent crime, youth gang
violence, use of small arms, and troubling levdlsian-criminalized forms of social violence thaear
typically directed at the members of vulnerableuga Caribbean SIDS have to transition to citizen
security not only through institutional reform, baiso through social crime prevention. Social erim

community level District Emergency organizationshigh operate as the volunteer arm of the Departnoént
Emergency Management) and assist with mobilizabbrcommunity resources to respond to recovery &ffor
following a natural disaster — which is anotherrawe of building community networks

8 Hurricanes Tomas and Sandy in 2010 and 2012 réeelgcand the earthquake in Haiti in 2010
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prevention means ending marginalization and mofecefely integrating excluded sections of the
population. The focus on social crime preventiorangepaying attention to the social conditions #rat
most associated with crime and creating greateomppities and choices for people.

All Caribbean SIDS have young populations. Theeeslarge populations of youth at risk, some
of whom may drift into self-destructive anti-soclahaviour. It follows that investments in youtida
more specifically, investments in youth at riskdetached youth are likely to yield significant imgisiin
terms of reductions in violence and crime and @reeitizen security. Because violent crime is agdon
development, investments in the prevention of youthence may, in turn, yield good results in human
development.

10. Employment creation and poverty reduction

Poverty remains a major obstacle to the sustairddlelopment of Caribbean SIDS. There needs to be a
a regional approach to poverty surveys and theldewent of participatory mechanisms that offer more
effective guidance in addressing poverty; the bdistament of policies and frameworks to foster
innovative partnerships for micro, small and medemterprises, including the need to revitalizeoegl
productive capacity and stimulate employment opmities; communicating information and
technologies to vulnerable groups and the poor asans of enhancing their earning capacities and
empowerment.

11. Other new and emerging issuesfor Caribbean SIDS

These other issues are listed as follows:

(a) Increasing costs of food and agri-inputs

(b) Constantly increasing fuel costs

(© Long-term debt sustainability

(d) Impact of carbon tax and border tax adjustmehtSaribbean trade in goods and services
(e) Antimicrobial resistance

() Rising unemployment, especially among the yputbhmen and other vulnerable groups

(9) Alien invasive species.
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F. PRIORITIES OF CARIBBEAN SIDS FOR THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE FOR SIDS

When the SIDS + 20 is convened in 2014, the intevnal economy will be much more challenging for
SIDS. Food and energy prices are expected toragntheir upward trends, export and tourism markets
will become more competitive, and debt levels amékaly to come down significantly barring some
wide-ranging programme of forgiveness. At the sdime, the demands will increase from growing
populations, especially if emigration outlets beeamore restrictive and selective. Certainly, ibks of
natural hazards and other impacts from climate ghamill be greater. On the other side, there may b
greater opportunities in expanding global markéest ttan be tapped by more productive and more
efficient export enterprises.

Nevertheless, Caribbean SIDS need to reaffirmutiigue and particular vulnerabilities of Small
Island Developing States (SIDS), ‘including theinadl size, remoteness, narrow resource and export
base, and exposure to global environmental chaeagd external economic shocks, including togelar
range of impacts from climate change and potegtratbre frequent and intense natural disasters.

There has been a tendency to graduate as many&l[p8ssible, so as to move them out of the
realm of international donor support. There wdac& of urgency in addressing these issues at Rio+2
and therefore, they must be taken up at the Thietmational Conference in 2014.

The region has made progress primarily with itsnogfforts and some support from the
“international development partners, inter-governtneaegional organizations, non government
organizations, international financial institutiéffs But like the rest of the SIDS, the Caribbean ais
benefitted from the commitments of finance madeheydeveloped countries in Barbados, and reiterated
in Monterrey and Mauritius.

The reform of the global financial architecture faxilitate and encourage investment in the
resilience of SIDS is the number one economic fiyior Caribbean SIDS therefore need to continue to
push for differentiated treatment and access toessionary financing.

Caribbean SIDS together with their counterpartsother SIDS regions have to develop an
appropriate Monitoring and Evaluation Framework $gstematically monitoring the outcomes of the
BPOA and MSI.  The Framework should ensure @uaht targets and indicators specific to country
conditions and goals; (ii)sound methodological angtatistical systems for deriving indicatorsi)diata,
is accessible, affordable, and reliable; and (Dfshave the financial and technical capacity to itpon
and collect data.

Other priorities gleaned from a review of the NA&sl the Recommendations from the Caribbean
Forum in Bogota in March 2013 include:

i.  Opportunity to proactively ensure that in the eimdvglobal discourse, the unique challenges
faced by small, vulnerable highly indebted middieeéme island and coastal States in the
Caribbean are acknowledged and accommogated

ii.  Consideration of a new paradigm for building iiesite in the Caribbean by focussing on
creating social capital at the community level; eleping capacities at the community and

89ECLAC, 2010, p.viii
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individual household levels; and building sociailience and cohesion by creating redundancies
through community networks, social safety nets) snciety organizations;

While the global debate on whether or not smalteStand SIDS have unique features as a result
of their fragility and vulnerability still rages othe Caribbean has enough evidence and
experience to know that economic, social and eamdbgvulnerabilities will always remain
permanent in the landscape. Hence vulnerabilitylyaiga inclusive of all its dimensions,
economic, environmental and social, should becomiatagral part of the national development
planning framework of Caribbean States. Such imafusould result in more realistic national
goal setting particularly where the achievememgrofwth targets, the meeting of the Millennium
Development Goals and other sustainable developguaii$ are concerned;

More reliable data on migration flows and other iireena are needed to make the case for
SIDS more persuasively in international developnfientms;

Efforts are needed to widen and deepen open rdgonand leverage meaningfully the scope
for expansion and cooperation with trading blockihe wider Latin America region;

Strategies to align the BPOA and MSI with the k@yehsions for the new post-2015 agenda:
inclusive social development; inclusive economigedepment; environmental sustainability; and
peace and security. The post-2015 operationalewark should be sufficiently flexible and
sustainable in order to reverse the vulnerabilbieSIDS;

An improved focus on a new development thrust teaade the green economy and use of the
Caribbean Sea as a carbon sink and the achievernehand-degradation-neutral world;

The SIDS agenda should be the platform on which Glagibbean subregion articulates its
approach to all the other elements of the Rio+2fhdg. Sustainable growth, which encompasses
inclusive growth, shared growth, green growth amoMdedge based growth, are vital elements in
that regard.

The application of Principle 10 in the Rio Declarat- provides for the participation of all
concerned citizens in handling environmental issared for access to information and judicial
and administrative proceedings, including redressramedy;

The adoption of evidence-based policies in thelbaan; the compilation and frequent updating
of robust data to provide an integrated view of igmles; and the development of visioning
scenarios and assessments to enhance the subsggEming capability;

Increase investment in research and development farbder the patenting of inventions
originating in the region;

Improve the availability and efficiency of regioral and sea transport and develop strategies to
improve maritime security and safety including tigh regional cooperation;

Strategies to promote energy security inclusivim ¢fie transport sector;
Agriculture and Food Security with emphasis on éasing local food production and reduction

of food imports, deployment of appropriate techgas, praedial larceny, crop insurance and
sugar industry restructuring;
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Upgrading education systems from early childhootbubh tertiary to ensure relevance to
twenty-first century realities, paying particuldresmtion to addressing appropriate teacher training
and continuing professional development.

Ensure the availability of education and employnagygortunities for young people to contribute
effectively to the creative, intellectual and ecmimdevelopment of their communities, countries
and the subregion. This should include accessguoation for all (including at risk populations)

that promote enterprise, entrepreneur and competsze

Prioritise policies and actions to address citiseourity, focusing on youth and gender-based
violence;

Promote gender equality including the continued @wrgrment of women and supporting men at
risk. This should include a policy on decent work;

Strengthen capacity for preparation of cost-beragfelyses, environmental impact assessments
and feasibility studies that convey the full extdities of investment and other economic
decisions;

Explore innovative ways to increase engagemenhefiaspora in sub regional development,
including through Diaspora direct investment irelimith national policies and priorities;

Resolve to ensure that the implementation of gesmmomy policies is supported by finance and
that innovative sources of finance meet the neddhe countries and that such policies be
implemented on a voluntary basis and in accordaiitenational priorities;

Quality and delivery of Primary Healthcare incluglipreventative health care, focus on NCDs,
and the promotion of health lifestyles

Sustainable Management and Exploitation of the EB2uding Delimitation of Maritime
Boundaries, Agreements on Fishing Rights, Enerdsastructure and Intra-regional maritime
transport

Promote legal reform and legislative developmenthwispect to Prevention of Corruption,
Freedom of Information and Management of Publicdbditure.
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G. PROPOSALS FOR PRACTICAL AND PRAGMATIC ACTION-ORIENTED
STRATEGIES FOR THE FURTHER IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BPOA AND
THE MSI IN THE CARIBBEAN

Having explored the breadth of the challenges oming the Caribbean in earlier chapters, the
difficulties ahead will be here framed as a singieie. Caribbean SIDS are faced with a number@éko
economic, and environmental challenges arising frpoevailing global conditions, as well as innate
difficulties which together constitute a potentjatlevastating development mix. It therefore fatighe
Member States to formulate a long term developrpetity and strategy for poverty reduction, building
capacity, resilience, and sustainable developmmosa all three pillars, develop appropriate nai@md
regional structures for implementing these develapnobjectives and then act collaboratively to exéi
them. In this regard it will be important to formate the Caribbean approach to sustainability withén
current frameworks being employed by the multilatgrocess but nuanced to reflect the development
realities and strategic policy priorities of Carifaim SIDS.

This final section looks to the future, locatimg tCaribbean in the context of a multilateral post-
2015 development agenda and closes with a lishpfi¢ations of current development events that khou
be considered by the subregion. The list is indieahot comprehensive.

a. Sour ces of financial support for Caribbean SIDS

At the UN Conference on Sustainable DevelopmenRia de Janeiro, governments agreed “that
innovative financing mechanisms can make a post&ribution in assisting developing countries to
mobilize additional resources for financing for depment on a voluntary basis”. Although there was
particular focus on the special situation of smallnerable states, at a follow-up ECOSOC confezenc
there were some useful proposals. Panelists ngipdrtunities from the effective use of remittances,
public-private partnerships, pooling demand andtang a critical mass to facilitate lower pricediugs
and an international financial transaction tax anarginal currency transaction tax which, with SDRs
could collect billions of dollars annually. Most dfiese are relevant to the development financing
challenges faced by the Caribbean. Some of thesexatored below:

1. Public Private Partnerships (PPPs)

PPPs can be a cost-efficient method for attractiegv private resources to implement needed
infrastructure projects, especially for the cashggted countries of the Caribbean. It works whetaoe
systems are in place such as the regulatory framkeard the planning and oversight capacity to emsur
that outcomes meet agreed objectives. Governmdruisse projects appropriate to the model, attract
investors, negotiate long-term contracts and oeeirsplementation in line with key objectives. Than
strengthen capacity building in infrastructure pobjmonitoring and delivery as well as transfer new
technologies. A few Caribbean governments are taplt PPPs for the development of new sources of
energy.

In health services related to the achievement ef MIDGs, the Gates Foundation has largely
funded the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immatisn (GAVI), and the International AIDS Vaccine
Initiative (IAVI) and the Medicines for Malaria Véaure are also funded through PPPs.

The IDB/MIF sees itself as a catalyst for privatgastment involving PPPs, but, until recently,
its experience in this regard has been mostly thighlarger countries of Latin America. In July 201t#
MIF launched the Building PPPs for Development paogme, which aims to strengthen government
capacities in the design, execution and managewfeRPPs through advisory services in institutional
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strengthening and projects selection, and withcagmn smaller countriesn February 2013 it organized
a conference in Colombia on new frontiers in PRugling for sub national projects. In the Caribbean
there is need for more knowledge and informatigoéerence sharing on these “new frontiers”.

2. Remittances as a Development Tool

In the case of Guyana, Haiti and Jamaica amongsthemittances amount to about 10% of GDP and as
such make an important contribution to the balasfceayments. The recipients usually use these funds
mostly for basic needs including food, educatiod &ealth expenses and sometimes to finance small
businesses.

While cash-to cash transactions have been thet mpopular modes for transfers, new
developments as others enter the market have beesurg to account, cash to account and, in
development, cash to card transfers. Most of tloéiser methods are undertaken by commercial banks,
building societies and other institutions whichipedily offer savings or investment services andldo
offer these to remittance recipients.

The challenge is to shift the remittance convepsafiom poverty reduction and beyond balance of
payments to investments, savings and wealth creafibe IDB is beginning to promote this shift by
interesting financial institutions in providing $ags products that suit the receivers, and giventhere
opportunities to access the services of the foffinahce sector and efficiently use these fundsuf®s
such as mortgages and business development. IticejdCaribbean countries with highly migrant
populations have been reaching out to the Diaspothe UK and North America to garner additional
resources for development. Ideas of Diaspora bandsrowd funding are being floated.

3. Pooling of Resources

This has worked well to finance targeted challengspecially in an environment of declining ODA.€Th
Global Fund for Aids Tuberculosis and Malaria whadmprises donor governments, Foundations, other
NGOs and international agencies has raised billidrm®ollars since its establishment.

The same concept could be used in efforts to prenagtess to quality education. International
agencies with responsibility for Education couldrtpar with CARICOM and NGOs to lobby for
financial and technical support around common ehgiks such as gender inclusion in primary and
secondary education as throughout the subregios $®sm to have a difficulty relating to, and stgyim
the system. Programmes to increase the use omatwn technology tools in the delivery of educatio
and to develop a life-long learning mindset cowddcbnsidered here.

4. Financing Small Infrastructure projects at the swtional level

In a recent UN/DESA Working paper it was noted thavelopment banks and other agencies tend to
finance large national infrastructure projects, liitle attention is paid to smaller infrastructymejects at

the local or sub national level. The weakened fistimation of many governments has left citizens,
especially in the rural areas, demanding betterices such as community roads and water as well as
cheaper sources of energy. One response mightebdethcentralization of the management of water
(community wells, irrigation systems) and othervasss, including waste water management with the
support of donor programmes. International agencei@sking with local financial institutions such as
credit unions could foster the development of snvdHastructure investment funds, possibly using a
system of matching grants combined with the rightegnment incentives for community participation
through various ways.
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This would mean capacity building in project mamagat at the local/sub national level, and risk
mitigation for participating local financial ingtiions but as the fiscal difficulties globally amd the
subregion are prolonged, Caribbean governmentshaag to reconsider their “paternal” role and give
space to civil society, local private sector andregional government structures to play a more
significant role in local development. After allbromunities best understand their environment aed ar
most impacted by challenges. This has been welenstolod by disaster preparedness and mitigation
programmes in the subregion.

5. Financing Climate Change Resilience

Mainstreaming environmental sustainability into elepment planning is still a challenge for Caribbea
small states and will continue to be after 2015isTéncompasses a range of interrelated issues and
challenges. The Small island states with high déeece on the economic use of their marine and @loast
areas are already seeing their beaches and fisk déxlining and as a result, livelihoods compradis
due to pollution.

Following the Cancun Agreements of December 2010cmmit about US$30 billion for climate
change adaptation and mitigation, developed casthave pledged about US$39 million. Delivery
modalities include grants, concessionary loansitye@und private investment. Countries have sigmlalle
their modes: Norway for example has indicated ifsatontribution will be all grants, while the U&dh
contributed US$ 4.7 billion in grants and US$ 21&oncessionary loans. Some of these funds arg bein
channelled through multilateral institutions.

Caribbean governments should focus on strategicsunea to carve out and make full use of these
resources to address targeted sustainable develdpmadblems such as land and coastal erosion, earin
pollution and degradation of reefs, clean energytsmms, including at the micro level and integrate
environment sustainability into sectors such asisoy agriculture and industry.

6. More Targeted, Productive Foreign Direct Investment

Foreign Direct Investment has played a key roleCaribbean government's strategies for creating
productive employment and attracting new technel®gind financing for development. Tourism, ICT
and non-oil mining and for Trinidad and Tobagoanild natural gas have been the main sectors atigacti
FDI on the Caribbean in the last decade.

A key tool used by many Caribbean governments fivaciing FDI has been tax incentives to
potential investors to set up businesses. The wafliubis policy tool to promote sustained growttdan
development has been placed into question severadt A research paper by ECLAC in 2012 noted that
FDI should be viewed as a part of a country’s dVelavelopment vision and strategy and not used to
create enclave industries which have little linkhe rest of the economy and are not/ cannot leraged
to facilitate growth and competitive advantage theo areas of the economy. This is critical for ma
Caribbean countries with limited market-size atideliroom for manoeuvre on the difficult path tqich
development.

b. Post 2015 Development Agenda

Next year the UN 20 year follow-up to the Conferefmr Small Island Developing States will take plac

in Samoa. In the lead up to and preparation fas tunference, Caribbean governments must take a
decision as to whether or not the Conference vélubed merely to create an addendum to the original
SIDS agenda, the Barbados Programme of Action hetlwer they will use the opportunity to secureta se
of tangible deliverables, funding for developmectivdties, technology transfer, support for meclsams
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which will facilitate transition to a regional losarbon economy and the establishment of partnership
and programmes which are potentially transformative be relevant, the SIDS Outcome must be
anchored in the broader 2015 development agendzhvidivery much a work in progress with member-
states in the embryonic stages of discussion ditcalrissues such as the SDGs, Sustainable Energy f
All (SE4All), oceans, seas and water and an evglwnltilateral framework on sustainable development
in the context of post-Rio+20, post-BPOA, and [{i3i5.

C. The Rio+20 Confer ence on Sustainable Development

The Rio+20 Outcome Document — ‘The Future We W4&Htontains elements that are of significance to
the Caribbean for two reasons. First, they areecdly included in a number of initiatives being wed

on as part of a new and evolving multilateral ageadd second, the ROD contains thematic issues of
specific relevance to SIDS, in addition to agredim@ 2014 follow-up conference to the UN (Barbados
Conference on SIDS of 1994.

In addition, at the Rio+20 business forum thers aeceptance of a Natural Capital Declaration
to incorporate natural capital considerations firtancial instruments, agreed by 37 financial tusitbns.
In addition, the World Bank piloted an initiative establish natural capital accounting project&0n
countries.

d. The Green economy in the Caribbean

The islands of the Caribbean have an abundananefvable energy resources that afford them the base
for a green economy. Moreover, the impacts of démehange and the very high costs of energy
(amongst the highest in the world) are also powenitentives for such a transition. A broader pplic
approach would be required however, to make the sheality, to prepare the regional private seet®

well as to assess what potential impacts the tiansavill have on the Caribbean labour force, esgibc
having regard to the sectors in which jobs willdmh lost and created and what that will mean Hier t
large numbers of female breadwinners in CaribbdéBs SUNEP has identified 10 sectors that are céntra
to the shift to a green economy.

UNEP also produced a synthesis report on greenoenpiissues with emphasis on S #hat
focused on 5 thematic areas.

e The natural accounting workstreams and initiatives

In the lead-up to and following Rio+20 a numbemairkstreams and initiatives have emerged which are
impacting the global agenda and which in consequevilt impact the Caribbean. The redrawing of the
global landscape from brown to green will meanuke of a number of new metrics which draw more
heavily on natural resources accounting processéisis regard attention should be paid to the Sysbf
Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity
(TEEB)”, Wealth Accounting and the Valuation of Ecosyst&asvices (Wave®

52 http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/futurewewdami. h

53 hitp://www.un.org/gsp/sites/default/files/attachits#@SP_Report_web_final.pdf
% http://www.unep.org/pdf/Green_Economy_in_SIDS.pdf

% http://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/seea.asp

57 http://www.teebweb.org/about/

58 http://www.wavespartnership.org/waves/
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f. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS)

At Rio, member-states agreed on the establishnfeart ®@pen Working Grodp (OWG) to work on and
articulate a set of SDGs, which amongst other thimguld span all three pillars of sustainable
development, be “action-oriented” and “aspiratich8ubsequent to Rio, an Open Working Group of 30
countries, serving on a rotational basis, was éshan. The Caribbean members of the OWG are
Bahamas, Barbados, Guyana, Haiti, and TrinidadTaichgo. Prior to the start of the OWG’s meetings,
there was much discussion and articles on howighe/buld be constituted.

A summary of emerging issues, priorities and carceetions to address gaps and challenges and meet
the priorities of the Caribbean subregion is presgbim table 5.

Table5. Caribbean SIDS: Emerging issues, new priorities and practical actions

Emerging | ssues New Priorities Practical Actions

A. Governance

Re-Affirming and Renewing | Caribbean SIDS call for a re-affirmation and
International Commitments | upscaling of financial, technical and capagity
for  Catalyzing Actions | support to the following previously agreed
towards the Sustainable | commitments, programmes and actions, and
Development  of  Small | moreover for specific focussed attention |on
Island Developing States Small Island Developing States.

Caribbean SIDS also reaffirm their commitment
to:
i. The 10-Year Framework gf
Programmes on Sustainahle
Consumption and Production;
ii. The United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
including the Cancun Adaptatign
Framework; the Nairobi Wor
programme; and the Buenos Aires
Accord;
iii. The UN Convention on Biological
Diversity  including the  Aichi
Biodiversity Targets and the Island
Biodiversity Work programme;
iv. The Cartagena Convention for the
Protection and Development of the
Marine Environment of the Wider
Caribbean Region, and the UN GA
Resolution “Towards the sustainahle
development of the Caribbean Sea for
present and future generations”;
V. Implementation of (Rio) Principle 10
Vi. The Small Island Developing States
and Marine programme within the
Convention concerning the Protectipn

59 http://www.wavespartnership.org/waves/




56

Emerging | ssues

New Priorities

Practical Actions

of the World Cultural and
Heritage adopted by the
Conference of the United
Educational, Scientific and
Organisation (UNESCO);

The UN Secretary General Sustainal
Energy For All Initiative
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A reenergized
commitment to funding an
capacity-building for,
implementation is required

internationa

\[Education, Training and
il Capacity Enhancement

There is need for a dedicated SIDS Intens
Developme

Training  for  Sustainable
Programme. That training programme sho
be located in the Consortium of Universities

constraints identified in the preparatory proc
to the & International Conference on SIDS.

addition, there is need at the regional level
an Annual Training Course on the UN Syste
with  emphasis on SIDS issues.

should be approached in that regard.

Urgent attention and support is needed to de
a Caribbean SIDS specific
Analysis Model to evaluate the project

medium and long-term. That tool should info
policy makers of the technical and financ
requirements related to the implementat
MEAs (and related instruments) prior

accession/ratification.

governance requirements and impacts.

SIDS. More substantively, it should be tailor
to address common-priority thematic capad

T
Commonwealth Secretariat and United Nations
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAF

Cost-Bene

implementation impact of MEAs over the shg
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evaluate social, economic, environmental and
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Lack of appropriate
mechanisms for coordinatin
sustainable development at t
national, regional an
international levels.

This issue stems largely fro
the fragmentation of sustainab
development roles an
functions across secto

(ministries and agencies) and

communities. Fragmentation
treaties, financing, and overs
authority for environmental an

sustainable developme
governance has resulted in
lack of policy coherence.
Further, uncoordinate
approaches to polic
development result i
incoherence  between  su

gMajor Groups Forum at the
naational, regional an
] international levels to ensut
inputs from all relevan
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Establishment of appropriateNational

Strengthen National Councils for Sustaina
I Development (NCSD) where they exist and
ecreation of such Councils where they do
exist. The NCSD is a multi-stakehold
gnechanism that brings together representat
of civil society, private enterprise ar
governments to ensure mass-based participg
in planning and policymaking, and
integrating the social, cultural, econom
environmental and other dimensions
sustainable development into national act
plans.

Alternatively, a country can use the UNE
national Committees Model, especially if o
has already been set up in the country. Natig
Committees are multi-stakeholder supp
organizations set up under practices and ng
existing in different countries on the operati
of NGOs. They may include in their constitug
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Emerging | ssues

New Priorities

Practical Actions

national policy
national policy direction. Inj
addition, the integration o

=

sustainable development into

decision making at all level
needs to be addresse
especially in the wider macrd
economic policy domains Q@
finance and trade.

needs and

—h.Q_UJ

members and representatives of environmental
and development NGOs, the media, industry
and labour, the scientific community, academia,
women, youth, indigenous peoples, community
groups as well as prominent individuals.
Observers and supporters from relevant
government agencies can take part as ex-officio
members.

Regional
An action-oriented Caribbean SIDS Intra-

Regional Cooperation Platform is required.
This Platform should include Regional Inter-
governmental Organisations and Regional
Major Group Focal Points in the Caribbean.
These agencies should meet on a biannual
and report annually to a Caribbean SI
Political Forum.

The Sustainable Development Unit of the
CARICOM Secretariat in collaboration with

UNECLAC/POS should provide secretar|al
services to this Caribbean SIDS Intra- Regional
Cooperation Platform. To this end, the
Sustainable Development Unit of the
CARICOM Secretariat should be sufficiently
resourced. In addition, sufficient resourcgs,
against an Annual Work Programme should|be
provided by the donor community to the
Platform. One of the major functions of the
Platform will be to undertake regular
monitoring of the progress of implementation|of
the BPOA/MSI in the Caribbean

International
A Cooperation Platform should be established
in other SIDS regions to facilitate Inter-regional
Cooperation. The rationale of this initiative |is
to enable the exchange of ideas, experiences and
best practices between SIDS in the AIMS, the
Caribbean and the PACIFIC SIDS regions,|in
order to find suitable solutions and replicate
best practices. South-south  cooperation
between the Caribbean and Pacific SIDS
already exists for climate change and disaster
risk reduction.

One model is Sandwatch which is an inter-
regional SIDS-focused activity involving |a
number of SIDS from each of the 3 regions.
Sandwatch is now coordinated by the non-prpfit
Sandwatch Foundation, with support fram
UNESCO'’s education and science sectors, and
has received contributions from national
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Emerging | ssues

New Priorities

Practical Actions

governments as well as from many national
international organizations, both governmer
and non-governmental.

Another model is The Global Island Partners

islands around the world conserve
sustainably utilize natural resources.
partnership brings together island nations
nations with islands to mobilize leadersh
increase resources and share skills, knowle
technologies and innovations in a cost-effect
and sustainable way that will catalyze action
conservation and sustainable livelihoods
islands.

d
T

The challenges in addressi
trade, climate change ar
environmental issues and t
inter-linkages with other secto
are complex and pose enormg
problems for Caribbean SID
and they need to establis
institutional arrangements
address those challenges
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Barbados in offering assistance in capacity

building on trade and environmental issues

Urge UNDP to further mobilise the required

resources to assist Caribbean SIDS in builg
their knowledge base and capacities (trade

ing
and

climate change negotiators, diplomatic officials

and other sectoral specialists) to address t
challenges

Recommend that ECLAC, UNEP and UNL
collaborate with Regional Organisations

nese

P
nd

academic institutions towards establishing and

Caribbean SIDS Trade,
Development and Environment Programme

Sustainable

hat

incorporates integrated research and capacity

building. While the programme should focus

on

climate change as a core element, all trade

related MEA issues should be included. T
OAS and Commonwealth Secretariat also h
expertise in this regard and should be consu
in the design of such a programme.

Financial flows have bee
affected negatively during th
current economic Crisis

Caribbean SIDS are faced wi
the fact that private investme
flows will decline as more rish

averse investors move thei
funds to perceived ‘safe
havens. Reduced portfol

flows will affect governmen
borrowing. The costs O
sovereign bonds an
commercial debt as importa
sources of finance have rise
sharply. Similarly FDI is

nFinance and Investment for
eCaribbean SIDS Sustainable
. Development Priorities

th

Nt

2N

declining, adding to thei

Conduct of feasibility studies for establishing
regional financial mechanisms in support for
Green Economy initiatives.

The United Nations Environment Programme
Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) is a unique globg
partnership between thénited Nations
Environment Programme (UNERBhd the
global financial sector. As part of this Initiadiv
Ministry of the Environment and UNEP FI hay
been mainstreaming environment and social
risks in private banking lending policies since
2008. This effort should be scaled up to a su
regional programme and be opened to private
financial institutions in Caribbean SIDS. Othe

he
ave
Ited

D

regional development finance institutions sho

uld
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balance-of-payments
constraints.

also be integrated.

Climate Finance should continue to be
prioritised at the highest level by Caribbean
SIDS particularly in relation to mobilisation,
institutionalisation, governance and access to
financial resources to support national
adaptation efforts in relation the continued an

growing threat of climate change and sea leve

rise. The CCCCC, CARISEC Sustainable
Development Unit and the Caribbean
Development Bank should also play a more
integral role in supporting the establishment o
an Electronic Caribbean Climate Finance
Clearing House.

Access procedures to existing multilateral grant

mechanisms such as the Adaptation Fund an
the GEF should be further streamlined and
simplified for SIDS.

New criteria need to be designed for SIDS to
access to grant and concessional financing
including from bilateral and private sources.

The GEF Small Grants Programme is now be
offered as a national programme in a number
Caribbean SIDS. There is need to increase t
funding allocations to support administrative
functions towards project delivery by the
participating CBOs, NGOs.

Finance and investment for Sustainable Touri
is a major priority for the region. The UNEP
facilitated Sustainable Investment and Financ
in Tourism (SIFT) network provides for sharin
of best practices in tourism investments by
developing guidelines, benchmarking
mechanisms and voluntary initiatives (includir
a voluntary standard) to mainstream
sustainability in tourism investments and
financing. Caribbean SIDS need to actively
participate in this network.

Urge UNEP to expedite the establishment of {
trust fund to support implementation of
Sustainable Consumption and Production
Initiatives at the national and regional levels

D

d
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Instruments for revealing an
sharing information to enhang
decision making for sustainab
development are largel
inadequate. Where data 4

d Integrated and evidenced-
e based approaches to
egovernance and decisig
y making for  sustainablé
redevelopment

Strengthen Central Statistical Offices to use
new System of Environmental-Econom
nAccounting (SEEA to improve and standardiz
2 reporting on the interrelationships among

economy, the environment, and society. T
system is being facilitated by the Unit

available they exist in differing
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Emerging | ssues New Priorities Practical Actions
formats and in different Nations Statistics Division. It establishes| a
locations, which makes |t standardized set of definitions and concepts that
problematic  for  decisiont SIDS can use to guide their data collection,
makers to obtain information on compilation and analysis. Caribbean SIDS
a sustained basis and |at already collect most of the data required for the
opportune  moments.  This SEEA to work.
scenario also has an added
impact on the effectiveness of Utilise the GOB-UNEP-UWI sustainable
regulation and enforcement development indicators (ILAC Report) initiative
practices. There are also to inform the development of a national
cultural issues related to environmental statistical system in the context
hoarding knowledge as a source of the National Statistical System;
of power, different values, and
perceptions on the use of Establish a Caribbean SIDS Environmerntal
knowledge. Statistics and Information Programme with
emphasis on Upgrading National Statistical
Systems and Mainstreaming Environment Data
Collection and Analysis;
Strengthen Caribbean SIDS participation in the
Environmental Indicators Working Group
(under the Forum of Ministers of Environment
in LAC) with a view to incorporate Caribbean
development priorities in designing new metrjcs
in the context of the ILAC. Those metrics
should be based on SIDS priorities in the SDGs
and Post 2015 Development Framework;
Call for dedicated support by UNEP to produce
a dedicated Caribbean SIDS GEO Report within
the context of future GEO Reports; and
Establish and enable regional and natignal
technology  platforms and  informatign
dissemination hubs in the context of further
operationalising SIDSNET
SIDS-SIDS and SIDS-South | The  SIDS-SIDS  Technical ~ Assistance
Cooper ation) Programme should be SIDS driven and will
require an ICT platform to identify, document
and disseminate best practices on the BPOA|and
MSI thematic areas and issues specific to |the
sustainable development of SIDS, and transfer
and exchange of technologies currently being
used by SIDS. The Inter-Agency Consultative
Group (IACG) on SIDS should be requested to
support this initiative in collaboration with the
Regional Commissions.
SIDS need to assess theiWulnerability-Reslience The SIDS Unit/DSD of UNDESA has
progress in addressing theiProfiles that would enable formulated a draft methodology/tool known fas
vulnerabilities in the context gf SIDS to regularly monitor the Country Vulnerability Resilience Profile
the Barbados Programme ptheir progress towards (VRP) which is being piloted in 2 countries |in
Action (BPOA) and its| addressing their each of the SIDS region. The priority areas in
implementation through thevulnerabilities and to use thethe BPOA and the MSI provide a framework for
MSI. The UN General information and analysis forthe profile.




61

Emerging | ssues

New Priorities

Practical Actions

Assembly in its decision A/65/2
— the outcome of the MSI+
review highlighted  the
importance of data an
information systems and callg
on the international communit
“to assist the efforts of sma
island developing States
strengthen nationa
disaggregated data an

d

information systems as well as

analytical capabilities  for,
decision-making, tracking
progress and development
vulnerability-resilience country
profiles; the efforts of sma
island developing States

developing databases and

institutionalizing national
indicators for monitoring ang
evaluating sustainablg
development should also
supported (UNGA, 2010).
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and implementation so as

dstrengthen their resilience.
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rolled out to all SIDS by 2015. The Maj
Groups Form recommended should facilitate
process at the national level. SIDS should
required to report biannually on the VRP
Their appropriate SIDS Intra- Region
Cooperation Platform

y UNDESA should expedite the piloting proce
bformulation, decision-making and budget adequate resources so that
tamanual/tool for the VRP can be finalized &
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B. Social

The Caribbean has the highe
prevalence of chronic No
Communicable Disease
(NCDs) in the Americas, with
heart disease and cancer be
the leading causes of deag
among males and females.

n

Progress in  implementin
comprehensive NCDs strategi
and policies has been hamper
by fragmented, scarce and la
of resources. Scarce resourd
and lack of policies an
strategies for controlling NCD
are key challenges in th
Caribbean.
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Assistance is needed from the internatio
community for SIDS to develop and implems

strategies for the management of the m
chronic non communicable diseas
cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, cancer,
health, chronic respiratory diseases and si
cell diseases.

SIDS need to commit to the following key
elements in the Political Declaration on the
Prevention and Control of NCDs:

a. Global partnership for monitoring
implementation of the Declaration
b. Ensuring NCDs are among the
development priorities of Member State
c.  Solidarity in addressing the trade barrie

to enabling more healthy affordable foo
for the population

Develop a mechanism for enabling south- sg
cooperation for NCDs including optimal use
the UN South -South Gateway Platform

Commitment by all SIDS to introduce an ann
Wellness Day/Week. Caribbean countries h
benefitted significantly from having an annu
flagship, health promotion initiative(s) towar
improving the prevalence of NCDs and th

risk factors.
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C. Environmental

The case for an integrate
approach to ocean
management and governance
a means of capitalizing o

d Sustainable  exploitation
s and management of the
agconomic Exclusive Zone
n (Blue Economy) and the

Establishment of national and regior
coordinating mechanisms to pursue
development of an Integrated Oceg

Governance Policy Framework.

al
he
NS

resources within the EEZ is need for national oceans
becoming a priority for governance mechanisms International technical assistance and South-
Caribbean SIDS South Cooperation for the development of |an
integrated approach to addressing the
interlinked issues of oceans, climate change,
and security that includes provisions for
ecosystem-based adaptation strategies through
integrated coastal and ocean management.
Provision of international financing to support
adaptation for coastal and island communities
that are at the frontline of climate change
(GEFSGP may be a good source); conservation
of coastal ecosystems as major carbon sinks;
and the development of offshore renewabple
energy.
Through overseas training details the capability
of Caribbean SIDS to conserve and sustainably
manage coastal ecosystems as major carbon
sinks ("Blue Carbon") could be enhanced.
Integrate Blue Carbon into the policy apd
financing processes of the UNFCCC as a major
tool for climate change adaptation and
mitigation programmes in the Caribbean.
Rapid decline of  the Greening the economy and | Reiterate the commitment of Caribbean SIDS to
agricultural sector in  mostpromoting Sustainable | support the implementation of the 10 Year
Caribbean SIDS as a result oConsumption and | Framework of Programmes on SCP (10YKP)
changes in trading regimesProduction (SCP) and to maintain a leading role in its promotior).
This situation has been
exacerbated by the rise in food Strengthning Caribbean representation and
prices and increasing signs pf participation on the UNEP Ministerial Coungil
desertification and loss of so that the UNEP 10 Year Framework |of
biodiversity. Efforts are Programmes on Sustainable Consumption jand
necessary, to ensure food Production Patterns (10YFP) responds | to
security, improve economic national, regional needs, priorites ahd
productivity, and reduce circumstances of Caribbean SIDS. These SIDS
poverty. recognise
1) policies and national action plans on SCP} 2)
Other issues identified by SCP implementation in Small and Mediym
Caribbean SIDS include high Enterprises, 3) sustainable public procurement,
costs of energy, sustainahle 4) sustainable lifestyles as their priority areas
infrastructure need to create for SCP.

new marketing opportunitie

and to improve employment,
sustainable housing, renewable

energy, sustainable

transport

A SIDS support platform similar to SWITCH
Asia should be established in the context of

the

UNEP supported Programme of Action
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and tourism.

Green Economy (PAGE) and the 10 Yg
Framework of Programmes on SCP.

par
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H. IMPLICATIONS FOR THE CARIBBEAN

As Caribbean SIDS look forward to the Third Intdimi@al Conference on Small Island Developing
Stated in Samoa in 2014, it is recommended thdoltmving be considered:

» SIDS Conference 2014 — Are Caribbean governmergpaping themselves to ensure that
this conference is more than a talk shop?

» Green Economy — Are SIDS governments and privattosentities ready for a transition?
How will this impact on women who constitute a krgart of the Caribbean labour force,
especially given the 10 critical transition sectidentified by UNEP?

* Natural Capital and Green Accounting — Have Camlobeountries conducted national
environmental audits? Has consideration been gigeihe valuation of ecosystem services
within the context of the Caribbean? If developméahding was linked to natural
capital/green criteria, would the subregion be position to negotiate favourable terms?

» Sustainable Development Goals - Ensuring a SIDSkses list of SDGs is critical

* Limits to GDP and a Sustainable Development Ind&¥hat would an SDI for the Caribbean
look like and what elements would it contain?

» Sustainable consumption and production (SCP) —dcdére be scope for competitive
advantage in the market place and how would Caabbsountries incorporate this into
national policy?

« SE4AII" — Having committed to this initiative in May 201Bave Caribbean countries
positioned themselves to access funding, projexdgpaogrammes under the initiative?

* Financing for Development — Is the Caribbean attergpto maximise and harmonise
approaches under the CSME and find new ways ofding regional development?

» Technology transfer — How can the subregion in@etechnological innovation, use
technology for improved data collection, informeécidion making, governance, business
and greater efficiency? How can markets and comialepportunities be found for
Caribbean technologies?

* Oceans, seas and water — Does the SIDS+20 Conéepeesent an opportunity to try to press
for a seas initiative analogous to REDD and focsgerotection for the Caribbean Sea?

» Higher Education Sustainability Initiative - attted over 300 Commitments at Rio+20, does
this present an opportunity for greater collaboratbetween SIDS universities as was
anticipated at Mauritius and in the context of hémed South-South and triangular
partnership?

» Land Degradation Neutral — With water scarcity, avadgtress and land degradation issues
becoming a serious issue for the Caribbean, acedsshree pillars of sustainable
development what new policy directions and effaressneeded?

* Health was one of the issues addressed in TFWW thedchronic non-communicable
diseases (NCDs) were specifically mentioned. NCDs the greatest cost of death and
disability in the Caribbean. In the subregion sarbantries have as much of 25% of their

70http://www.undp.orq/content/undp/en/home/preSS(rénrrtsnf,sreleases/2012/05/08/smalI-island-develosiat;es-aqree-to-
reduce-dependence-on-fossil-fuek&e also
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Enviment%20and%20Enerqy/Climate%20Change/Barbadosiad¢icin-

2012.pdf
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population affected by one of more NCD. The incimienf the NCDs in the Caribbean is now
amongst the highest in the world

» Considering that SIDS specific issues and apprcaelere identified in the BPOA, in the
MSI and MSI+5 and tangentially in the JPOI and VW, how does the Caribbean best
build on these to embed or mainstream sustainablelopment and advance its cause in the
multilateral system, while developing pragmatic maghes to current and emerging realities.

This list is not exhaustive but is meant to indicadme of the critical thematic areas on which the
subregion will have to focus in a strategic waythees negotiation process for the SDGs, other post-Ri
and post-2015 work streams unfold and as the pa@pas for SIDS+20 move closer to the point at
which crucial decisions have to be taken.

Caribbean SIDS, separately and collectively will tpee future for which they prepare, plan and
fight in the emerging multilateral dialogues andrkatreams, and the future they construct throudtcyo
formulation, implementation and financing.



